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Ward: STITTSVILLE (6) File Number: ACS2015-PAI-PGM-0156 

SUBJECT: Designation of the Flewellyn/Jones House, 5897 Fernbank Road, 

under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act 

OBJET: Désignation de la maison Flewellyn/Jones, située au 5897, chemin 

Fernbank, aux termes de la partie IV de la Loi sur le patrimoine de 

l’Ontario 

REPORT RECOMMENDATION 

That the Built Heritage Sub-Committee recommend that Planning Committee 

recommend that Council issue a Notice of Intention to Designate the 

Flewellyn/Jones House, 5897 Fernbank Road, under Part IV of the Ontario 

Heritage Act according to the Statement of Cultural Heritage Value attached as 

Document 5. 

RECOMMANDATION DU RAPPORT 

Que le Sous-Comité du patrimoine bâti recommande au Comité de l’urbanisme de 

recommander à son tour au Conseil de publier un avis d’intention de désigner la 

maison Flewellyn/Jones, située au 5897, chemin Fernbank, aux termes de la 

partie IV de la Loi sur le patrimoine de l’Ontario, conformément à la déclaration de 

valeur sur le plan du patrimoine culturel faisant l’objet du document 5 ci-annexé. 

BACKGROUND 

The Flewellyn/Jones House, 5897 Fernbank Road, is a one-and-one-half-storey stone 

farmhouse located on Fernbank Road near the corner of Shea Road in former 

Goulbourn Township near Stittsville (see Documents 1 and 2). The house was 

constructed in 1886 for the Flewellyn/Jones family who were early settlers in the area.  

In late 2014, the City of Ottawa received an application to designate this property under 

the Ontario Heritage Act from a local resident.  

This report has been prepared because designation under Part IV of the Ontario 

Heritage Act must be approved by City Council. 
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DISCUSSION 

The Official Plan, the Provincial Policy Statement and the Ontario Heritage Act all 

provide policy direction related to the designation of individual properties under Part IV 

of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Official Plan 

The Official Plan has policies related to heritage in Cultural Heritage Resources, 

Section 2.5.5. The following policy provides for the identification and designation of 

individual buildings under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act: 

2.5.5.2 Individual buildings, structures and cultural heritage landscapes will be 

designated as properties of cultural heritage value under Part IV of the Ontario 

Heritage Act. 

Provincial Policy Statement (2014) 

Section 2.6.1 of the Provincial Policy Statement (2014) contains the following policy 

regarding the protection of cultural heritage resources: “significant built heritage 

resources and significant cultural heritage landscapes shall be conserved.” 

The designation of this building is consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement.  

Ontario Heritage Act 

Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act provides municipalities with the authority to 

designate properties of cultural heritage value. Section 29 (4) of the Ontario Heritage 

Act sets out the process for designation of individual buildings. It requires that Council 

consult with its municipal heritage committee and that the official notice served on the 

owner shall contain a description of the property and a statement explaining the cultural 

heritage value or interest of the property and a description of the heritage attributes of 

the property. The Notice of Intention to Designate must also be published in a 

newspaper having general circulation in the community. The proposed Statement of 

Cultural Heritage Value for the Flewellyn/Jones House is included as Document 5.  

Ontario Regulation 09/06  

Regulation 09/06 (see Document 3) sets out criteria for designation under Part IV of the 

Ontario Heritage Act. It states that:  

A property may be designated under Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act if it 

meets one or more of the following criteria for determining whether it is of cultural 
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heritage value or interest. These criteria are organized into three groups; design 

or physical value, historical or associative value and contextual value. 

Design Value 

The Flewellyn/Jones House has design value as a good example of a late 19th century 

Gothic Revival farmhouse. Built in 1886, the house features decorative bargeboard, a 

steeply pitched gable roof, segmental arched windows and a veranda with decorative 

brackets.   

Associative Value 

The house has associative or historical value for its long term association with the 

Flewellyn family who constructed the house and farmed this land until the late 1950s.  

The Flewellyn/Jones House also demonstrates the theme of the early settlement of 

Goulbourn Township by Irish and Scottish immigrants in the 19th century and the 

agricultural history of the area.  

Contextual Value 

The Flewellyn/Jones House has contextual value as a reminder of the agricultural 

history of Goulbourn Township. The house is historically linked to its surroundings and 

expresses the historical character of this area of Ottawa.  

More information about the property can be found in the Heritage Survey and 

Evaluation Form, attached as Document 4.  

Conclusion 

The Flewellyn/Jones House, 5897 Fernbank Road, meets all three criteria of Ontario 

Regulation 09/06. It has design value as a good example of a late 19th century Gothic 

Revival farmhouse, historical value for its association with settlement and farming in 

Goulbourn Township and contextual value as a physical reminder of the historic 

character of this area. The department recommends the issuance of a Notice of 

Intention to Designate under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act.  

RURAL IMPLICATIONS 

The designation of the Flewellyn/Jones House, 5897 Fernbank Road, under Part IV of 

the Ontario Heritage Act would ensure the protection of a piece of Ottawa’s rural 

heritage.  
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CONSULTATION 

The property owner is aware of the proposed designation.  

Heritage Ottawa provided the following comments on the proposed designation: 

Heritage Ottawa supports the proposed designation of 5897 Fernbank Road. It is 

an excellent and largely intact example of a late 19th century Gothic Revival 

farmhouse with a clear association with the rural and farming heritage of the 

Stittsville area and Irish immigrant history. 

We also urge that some of the context of the farmstead should be preserved. It is 

unclear from the Heritage Survey whether the immediate landscape has been 

assessed. A clearly-defined and adequate amount of the landscaped open space 

should be included within the designation. Whether there are elements of the 

landscape (e.g., garden, specimen trees) that should be preserved should be 

addressed. Similarly, whether there are distinctive views from the house or 

landscape features should be addressed.  

We have also been informed by a long-time area resident that the growth of trees 

that now screen the house from the road is relatively recent and that therefore it 

was previously a visible and well-known landmark for area residents. Therefore, 

while it may not currently have visibility that could contribute to landmark status, 

this was not the case in the past. 

Staff response: Staff visited the site with the property owner and have evaluated the 

immediate landscape. The setback of the building and the apple orchard adjacent to 

Fernbank Road have been recommended for inclusion in the designation of the 

building. If the site is developed in the future, staff will work with the property owner to 

ensure the contextual value of the building is preserved.  

COMMENTS BY THE WARD COUNCILLOR 

Councillor Qadri supports the proposed designation. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no legal impediments to adopting the recommendation outlined in this report. 
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

There are no risk management implications. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications 

ACCESSIBILITY IMPACTS 

There are no accessibility impacts.  

TERM OF COUNCIL PRIORITIES 

This project addresses the following Term of Council Priority: 

HC4 – Support Arts, Heritage and Culture. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

Document 1 Location Map 

Document 2 Photos 

Document 3 Ontario Regulation 09/06 

Document 4 Heritage Survey Form 

Document 5 Statement of Cultural Heritage Value.  

DISPOSITION 

City Clerk and Solicitor Department, Legislative Services, to issue a Notice of Intention 

to designate to the property owner and the Ontario Heritage Trust (10 Adelaide Street 

East, 3rd Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 1J3) of Council’s decision.  

Planning and Growth Management Department, Heritage Services Section to arrange 

advertising of the Notice of Intention to Designate. 
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Document 1 – Location Map 
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Document 2 – Photos 
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Document 3 – Ontario Regulation 09/06 

ONTARIO REGULATION 9/06 

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE OR INTEREST 

Consolidation Period: From January 25, 2006 to the e-Laws currency date. 

No amendments. 

This is the English version of a bilingual regulation. 

Criteria 

1.  (1) The criteria set out in subsection (2) are prescribed for the purposes of clause 

29 (1) (a) of the Act. O. Reg. 9/06, s. 1 (1). 

(2) A property may be designated under section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act if it 

meets one or more of the following criteria for determining whether it is of 

cultural heritage value or interest: 

1. The property has design value or physical value because it, 

i. is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, expression, 

material or construction method, 

ii. displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit, or 

iii. demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement. 

2. The property has historical value or associative value because it, 

i. has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, 

organization or institution that is significant to a community, 

ii. yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an 

understanding of a community or culture, or 

iii. demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, 

designer or theorist who is significant to a community. 

3. The property has contextual value because it, 

i. is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an area, 

http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/navigation?file=currencyDates&lang=en
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/regs/french/elaws_regs_060009_f.htm#s1s1
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/regs/french/elaws_regs_060009_f.htm#s1s1


13 
 

ii. is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings, or 

iii. is a landmark. O. Reg. 9/06, s. 1 (2). 

Transition 

2. This Regulation does not apply in respect of a property if notice of intention to 

designate it was given under subsection 29 (1.1) of the Act on or before January 24, 

2006. O. Reg. 9/06, s. 2. 

  

http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/regs/french/elaws_regs_060009_f.htm#s2
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Document 4 – Heritage Survey and Evaluation Form 

HERITAGE SURVEY AND EVALUATION FORM 

Building Name and Address: Flewellyn Jones House, 5897 Fernbank Road 

Construction Date: 1886  

Original Owner: Richard Flewellyn 

 

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE/ INTEREST 

 Yes No 

Design Value X  

Historical Value X  

Contextual Value X  

 A property may be designated under Section 29 of the 

Ontario Heritage Act if it meets one of more of the above 

criteria. Ontario Regulation 09/06 
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Design or Physical Value 

Prepared by: MacKenzie Kimm/Lesley Collins Month/Year: July 2015 

Architecture 

Is the property a rare, unique, representative, or early example of a style, type, 

expression, material or construction method? YES 

The Flewellyn/Jones House is a one and one half storey, stone house set back 75 

metres from Fernbank Road, near the corner of Shea Road. It has an irregular floor plan 

and a steeply pitched gable roof.  

The Flewellyn/Jones House is an example of the Gothic Revival style, a style which was 

popular for domestic architecture in Canada in the second half of the 19th century. Plans 

for these houses were often published in pattern books which were widely available. 

These houses were often the second house built by pioneer families, as a replacement 

structure for the temporary log buildings that they would have built upon settlement. 

Features typical of the style include the stone construction with stone quoins, the 

steeply pitched roof with decorative bargeboard and finials in the gable ends, the open 

verandah and the segmental arched windows with stone sills and voussoirs.  

Craftsmanship/Artistic Merit 

Does the property display a high degree of  

craftsmanship or artistic merit? NO  

The Flewellyn/Jones House is a typical example of a Gothic Revival stone farmhouse of 

the 19th century, similar to several others in the area. 

Technical/Scientific Merit 

Does the property demonstrate a high degree of  

technical or scientific achievement? NO  

N/A 

Summary 

The Flewellyn/Jones House is a good example of a Gothic Revival style stone 

farmhouse, typical of those built by pioneer families in Ontario. It is one of several 

similar stone houses in the area. 
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Sources 

i “Kyles. S.(2010) Gothic Revival Style. Ontario Architecture. Retrieved from 

http://www.ontarioarchitecture.com/gothicrevival.html 

Historical and Associative Value  

Prepared by: MacKenzie Kimm/Lesley Collins 

Date of Construction: 1886 Month/Year: July 2105 

Historical Associations 

Does the property have direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity 

organization or institution that is significant to a community?  YES  

According to a date stone on the building, the Flewellyn/Jones House was constructed 

in 1886. It was built for Richard Flewellyn and his wife Margaret Boyle, who, born in 

Ireland, came to Canada in 1863 with their four year old son John. Eventually they 

would have eight other children: George, James, Margaret Emma and Margaret 

Elizabeth, Harriet, Beatrice and Mabel and Richard H.  Richard had purchased land at 

Concession 10 Lot 26 for the family, but rented 24 ½ acres from neighbor John Kemp at 

Concession 11 Lot 26 in 1874, conceivably as a temporary residence until his lot could 

be cleared and a house built.  

This house represents Ottawa’s agricultural history in the 19th century, demonstrating 

the tradition of farms being owned and operated by a single family for several decades, 

often from when the land was originally granted from the Crown, until the late 20th 

century. As Irish Protestant immigrants, the Flewellyn family represents the historic 

trend of the many other Irish families who came to the Ottawa Valley in the 19th century. 

Of the children, Richard left to establish his own farm in Saskatchewan and James 

purchased another 100 acres nearby at Concession 9 Lot 26. 

Typical of pioneering families, the Flewellyns were heavily involved in the community in 

various capacities: James and George were school trustees and George was later a 

reeve of Goulbourn Township; George had a long association with the Farmer’s 

Independent Cheese Factory; and the family was involved in what is now the United 

Church in Stittsville. 

http://www.ontarioarchitecture.com/gothicrevival.html
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The Ottawa Journal, August 24, 1945. 

The house was owned by the Flewellyn family until the 1950s and has only had two 

owners since that time. The most recent owners have been the Jones family who have 

owned the property since 1962.  

Community History 

Does the property yield, or have the potential to yield, information that contributes to an 

understanding of a community or culture? YES  

The Flewellyn/Jones House is located in former Goulbourn Township, which was 

formed in 1818. Many Irish were enticed by the promise of land grants in a new country 

and often came in family groups and joined other family members in Canada.  
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The Flewellyn/Jones House at Fernbank Road and Shea Road is one of several stone 

houses in the Stittsville/Goulbourn area that were built in the years following the 1870 

fire.  

 

Belden’s Atlas, 1879 

 

Belden’s Atlas, 1879. 
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Representative Work 

Does the property demonstrate or reflect the work or ideas of an architect, artist, 

building, designer or theorist who is significant to a community?  NO  

Several houses built in a similar style within Goulbourn Township are located near the 

Flewellyn/Jones House; Hartin House on Cedarow Court, Boyd House at 173 Huntmar 

Road, Monaghan House on Fallowfield and potentially 3 others which have since been 

demolished. Oral history from the Boyd Family indicates that the house was constructed 

by Scottish Stone mason John Scott. It is possible that these other buildings were also 

constructed by Scott. 

  

Glen Gower, 2015 

Summary 

The Flewellyn/Jones House at Fernbank Road and Shea Road is one of several stone 

houses in the Stittsville/Goulbourn area that were built in the years following the 1870 

fire. It is one of the last surviving 19th century farmhouses in the area and represents the 
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agricultural roots of Goulbourn Township and its settlement by Irish immigrants and their 

families. 

Sources 

“1871 Census of Canada for Richard Flewellyn”, ancestry.ca  

Elliot, B. (1991) The City Beyond. Nepean: City of Nepean. 

Contextual Value 

Prepared by: MacKenzie Kimm/Lesley Collins 

Month/Year: July 2015 

Community Character 

Is the property important in defining, maintaining, or supporting the character of the 

area?  YES  

 

The Flewellyn/Jones House is located in Stittsville, in former Goulbourn Township. 

Once a predominantly agricultural community, Stittsville has experienced rapid growth 

since the 1970s when the extension of the Queensway to Ottawa was completed. The 

Flewellyn/Jones House is one of the few remaining buildings in this area that serve as a 

reminder of the agricultural history of Goulbourn Township and the Ottawa Valley and 

the historic rural character of the area. 

Context 

Is the property physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings? 

 YES  
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The building and property are historically linked to its surroundings as it retains the 

area’s historic agricultural character. The farmhouse is set well back from the street in 

and is accessed by a long driveway. There are several mature trees around the house 

and there is an apple orchard at the front of the property adjacent to Fernbank Road 

which was planted by the Flewellyn family in 1889. This historic context of this area is 

being lost due to a rapid increase in suburban development. 

Landmark 

Is the property a landmark?  NO  

The house and outbuildings are set back 75 metres from the street and therefore the 

property is not a landmark. 

Summary 

The Flewellyn/Jones House is one of the last remaining examples of the agricultural 

character of Goulbourn Township. It is an important reminder of this rural history. 
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Document 5 – Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 

Flewellyn/Jones House, 5897 Fernbank Road 

Description of Property 

The Flewellyn/Jones House, 5897 Fernbank Road, is a one-and-one-half storey stone 

farmhouse located in the west end of Ottawa in former Goulbourn Township. 

Statement of Cultural Value or Interest 

The Flewellyn/Jones House has cultural heritage value for its contextual value as an 

important  reminder of the historic agricultural character of Goulbourn Township, design 

value as a 19th century farmhouse and historical value for its association with the 

Flewellyn family and the early settlement of Goulbourn Township.  

The Flewellyn/Jones House has design value as a good example of a Gothic Revival 

farmhouse built in the late 19th century to replace the earlier log house built when the 

land was first settled. Typical of this style, it features decorative bargeboard trim, a 

steeply pitched gable roof, segmental arched windows and a veranda with wooden trim. 

The Flewellyn/Jones House is one of several houses in this area constructed with a 

similar plan. It features the same decorative bargeboard and layout as the Boyd House 

at 173 Huntmar Drive which was constructed one year later and may have been built by 

the same stone mason.  

The Flewellyn/Jones House has historical value for its association with the Flewellyn 

family, a prominent family in early Goulbourn Township who owned the house from the 

time of construction until the 1950s. The Flewellyn family came immigrated to Canada 

from Ireland in 1863 and this property is associated with the settlement and farming of 

this area by Irish and Scottish immigrants in the mid-19th century.   

Heritage Attributes 

Key exterior attributes that embody the heritage value of the Flewellyn/Jones House as 

a good example of a Gothic Revival farmhouse include: 

 Limestone construction; 

 Intersecting steeply pitched gable roofs; 

 stone quoins, voussoirs, sills and lintels; 

 decorative bargeboard trim with finials and pendants in the gable ends; 
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 rectangular window windows with simple two over two windows on rear of 

building; 

 segmental arched window openings with simple two over two windows; and 

 decorative chimneys. 

Key attributes of the setting that reflect the agricultural history of Flewellyn/Jones House 

include: 

 Its setback, approximately 90 metres from Fernbank Road, accessed by a long 

driveway; and 

 small apple orchard at front of the property, adjacent to Fernbank Road 

The interior of the building and the wooden workshop addition are not included in this 

designation. 
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