
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor’s Newsletter 

KEEPING YOU INFORMED 

Hello residents, 

 

This past Monday, Provincial Property Assessments 

were mailed out to all residential land-owners. 

 

As you may know, properties are reassessed every four 

years as required by Provincial legislation prior to 

property taxes. In establishing a property’s assessed 

value, the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation 

(MPAC) analyzes sales of comparable properties in the 

area and five major factors which make up 85% of 

residential values. These factors are (in order): location, 

lot dimensions, living area, age of property, and quality 

of construction. 

 

The reassessment period runs from January 1st 2012 - 

January 1st 2016. As of January 2016, this assessment 

period saw an average growth in Ottawa property 

values of 3.45%. 

 

It is important to note that as property values influx, 

the total taxes collected by the City remains the same. 

What this means is that while the City of Ottawa 

averages a 3.45% growth in property value, those 

whose property values are consistent with the City’s 

growth should not see a tax impact. Alternatively, those 

who fall below the line should see a tax decrease and 

those who are above may see an increase. 

 

A full breakdown of the property growth by ward is 

available within the slideshow here. Within the 23 City 

of Ottawa wards during this assessment period, 

Stittsville has seen the third largest average growth in 

value (+5.03% compared to Kitchissippi at +7.35% and 

Rideau Goulbourn at + 5.34%). 

 

This is primarily due to the number of larger properties 

such as single family, semi-detached, and townhomes 

in the area which have averaged a growth of 4.6% in 
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property value in the City. Alternatively, condo owners 

may see an overall decrease in value of approximately 

5%.  

 

In general, the City of Ottawa’s average property value 

growth is significantly lower than the province-wide 

growth average of 18%. Representatives of MPAC clarified 

that this is primarily due to the abnormally large growth 

occurring in the Greater Toronto Area with an increase 

which falls between 30-40%. 

 

If, when reviewing your property assessment, you feel 

that your property has been assessed incorrectly, you are 

encouraged to ask yourself the question “Could I have 

sold this property on January 1st 2016 for this amount?” 

If you feel that the answer remains no, property-owners 

have 120 days from the date of issue (November 15th 

2016) to file a Request for Reconsideration. Look for the 

AboutMyProperty access key on your assessment form 

and visit www.aboutmyproperty.ca. You can also call 1-

866-296-MPAC (6722).  

 

It is a good reflection of Stittsville as a whole to know 

that property values are increasing at a faster rate than 

other parts of the city; I believe that this is truly an 

indicator of good things to come and I look forward to 

seeing how things change by the next assessment 

period.  

-Shad 
 

Newsletter  Date  

Ju ly  22,  2016  

 

http://shadqadri.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Council-Assess-2016-briefing_EN_Final.pdf
http://www.aboutmyproperty.ca/
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Keeping You Informed 

 

Stittsville District Lions Club Committee of Adjustment 

Application 

 

 

The Owner of the Stittsville District Lions Club building located at 1339 Stittsville Main Street wants 

to replace the existing covered building entrance with a new 4.19 m x 7.62 m front entrance 

addition to the existing mixed use building. The proposed addition will include a stairwell and an 

elevator to provide access to the basement level to serve a banquet hall, as shown on the plans filed 

with the Committee. In order to proceed, the Owner requires the Authority of the Committee for 

Minor Variances to the zoning of the property. 

 

The minor variance application will be discussed at the City’s Committee of Adjustment on 

Wednesday, August 3, 2016, starting at 9:00 a.m., located at Ben Franklin Place, The Chamber, Main 

Floor, 101 Centrepointe Drive.  For the meeting agenda and for more information on the application 

please visit here. 

Stittsville Library Re-opens 
 

 

As of July 15th, the Stittsville branch of the Ottawa Public Library is officially once again open! 

 

http://shadqadri.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/August-3-2016-Panel-3-Summary-of-Applications.pdf
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The branch was closed from June 17th – July 14th for improvements. Staff worked very hard 

throughout this process and I would like to thank them for their commitment to ensuring this 

process was successful. 

 

Now, with the reopening in effect, I would like to invite all residents to stop by and enjoy the new 

features including radio frequency identification technology and new carpeting. 

The branch can be found at 1637 Stittsville Main Street. Visit their website for more information 

here. 

Maple Grove Road to close until early September for sewer 

work 
 

 

Maple Grove Road will be closed to traffic between Terry Fox Drive and Silver Seven Road beginning 

Wednesday, July 20. The closure will allow for the installation of sewer pipes related to construction 

of the Kanata West Pump Station on Maple Grove Road and will remain in effect until early 

September. 

 

Work will take place between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m., extending to 10 p.m. as required. No overnight 

work is planned. A signed detour will be in place throughout the construction period. Motorists and 

cyclists are advised to follow all signage directed at them. Pedestrian access will be maintained 

throughout the construction period. 

 

There are no anticipated effects to OC Transpo routes. 

 

Walter Baker Park and nearby businesses will remain open as usual and access will be maintained. 

 

If you are travelling in the area, I encourage all residents to plan their routes in advance. For current 

information about traffic and construction around the city, visit ottawa.ca. 

 

https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en/branch/stittsville
http://ottawa.ca/cgi-bin/trafficreport/report_search.pl?lang=en%2520%255ct%2520_top
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Keeping You Informed 

 

Noise By-Law exemption for 1590 Maple Grove Road 

 

 
 

The project contractor working on the Kanata West Pump station has been granted a noise by-law 

exemption from the City for the use of construction equipment. The request is to start work early on 

July 27th (5am rather than 7am). The work being conducted is for concrete placement.  This will 

involve approximately four concrete trucks and a concrete pumping unit, both only making normal 

truck engine noise.  It is over 500m to the nearest home on Helm. The early start will enable workers 

to pour the concrete in order to beat the summer/warm temperatures.  
 
 

  Big Bike Heart and Stroke 
 

 

This August, I will be participating in the Heart and Stroke’s Big Bike Event. This is my fourth year 

being a part of this excellent fundraiser and I would like to invite all residents to join me in raising 

funds for support of patients with cardiovascular disease.  
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Cardiovascular disease is a leading cause of death for Canadian men and women. So our team is 

going to be participating in the Heart&Stroke Big Bike alongside the Stittsville Lions Club, to help 

create more survivors!  

 

Since there’s strength in numbers, we want you to join us! 

 

Will you help us be the most successful Big Bike team by making a donation today?  

 

All of the money raised through Big Bike will go to the Heart and Stroke Foundation, where they’ll 

use it to develop life-saving treatments that bring hope to heart disease and stroke patients. 

 

In the last year alone, the Heart and Stroke Foundation has helped to create 165,000 survivors. It’s 

only with our help that they can continue to fund this vital research, and return more survivors home 

to their loved ones.   

 

Please visit: 

http://support.heartandstroke.ca/site/TR/BigBike2016/BB_General_2016?pg=team&fr_id=3242&tea

m_id=18306 and donate to our team today to create more survivors! I thank you for your support. 

 

Mayor’s Cup of Wishes 
 

 

The second annual Capital Karting Grand Prix and Mayor’s Cup of Wishes will be taking place the 

weekend of August 6/7. 

 

The Mayor’s Cup of Wishes is a major component of the Capital Karting Grand Prix Motorsport 

Festival weekend, recognized as one of the hottest and most exciting motorsports events in the 

National Capital Region. 

http://support.heartandstroke.ca/site/TR/BigBike2016/BB_General_2016?pg=team&fr_id=3242&team_id=18306
http://support.heartandstroke.ca/site/TR/BigBike2016/BB_General_2016?pg=team&fr_id=3242&team_id=18306
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Keeping You Informed 

 

The Cup provides opportunities for friendly competition while providing a unique, fun and exciting 

way to give back to our community. In recognition of its focus and contribution to the community, 

the Mayor’s Office has accepted to lend the Title of the Office to the event! 

 

The objective is to engage and involve individuals and companies to have fun with the sport of 

Karting in a friendly and safe environment while helping our charity partners fulfill the wishes of 

those less fortunate amongst us.  

 

I would like to invite all residents to this free event. Fun for the entire family, this exciting weekend 

is sure to be enjoyable for all. 

 

The event runs from 7:00 AM – 11:00 PM August 6 and 7:30 AM – 4:30 PM August 7. Both days will 

be taking place at Karter’s Korners, 6336 Fallowfield Road. I hope to see you there! 

 

Art in Strathcona Park 
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I would like to invite all residents to view the Art in Strathcona Park event this Saturday, August 6 

from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Artists, artisans and undiscovered talents will come together to sell their work directly to the public 

and to raise public awareness about mental illness.  More than just original art, Art in Strathcona 

Park also offers jewellery, pottery, stained glass, wood carvings, hand-made soap and honey, to 

name just a few, and will also feature a silent auction and a BBQ - something for just about 

everyone! 

 

Art in Strathcona Park is a fundraising and public awareness event sponsored by Mental Illness 

Caregivers Association (MICA).  In any given year, 1 in 5 Canadians experience a mental health 

problem or illness. We are all touched in some way by mental health through a family member, a 

friend or a colleague.  Unfortunately, the reality is that public misconceptions, fear and the stigma 

associated with having a mental illness may discourage people from seeking help for themselves or 

their family member. 

 

MICA is committed to helping caregivers and their family members to manage the effects of mental 

illness and/or addictions through education, guidance and support including how to navigate the 

mental health and/or addiction systems. Since well-supported caregivers in turn provide better 

support to persons living with a mental illness by helping them to manage or recover from their 

illness, Art in Strathcona Park hopes that MICA will continue to have the necessary resources to help 

families improve their capacity to provide quality care to their relatives, and also help reduce the 

stigma associated with mental illness. 

 

Registration is currently open to artists and artisans. 

 

This is a wonderful opportunity this summer to showcase or view art in one of Ottawa’s most 

beautiful parks, all while supporting a good cause. 
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40 Years of Love 

 
 

I would like to invite all residents to an upcoming gala on September 16, 2016, celebrating 

Queensway Carleton Hospital's 40th Anniversary.  

 

40 Years of Love will be a down home evening of gratitude and nostalgia hosted under the stars by 

our community partners and friends Mark & Angela Saunders at their award winning venue, 

Saunders Farm. The party will include a field to table feast, silent & live auctions, sing-a-long 

favourites and other outdoor stage performances. 

 

There will be a highlight on Mental Health, one of the very first services provided to the community 

when the Queensway Carleton Hospital doors first opened in 1976. Today the Queensway Carleton 

Hospital is the go-to facility in our region for Emergency mental health crises and outpatient referral 

services.  

 

The gala will take place Friday September 16th from 5-11:00 PM at Saunders Farm. I hope that all 

residents will come out to support this great facility.  

http://qchf.convio.net/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=100221
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LED Streetlight Conversion Project 

 

On September 9, 2015, Council approved the Right of Way Lighting Policy Update Report (ACS2015-

COS-PWS-0013), which permits the use of light emitting diode (LED) technology for all City of 

Ottawa streetlighting infrastructure. 

 

Recent advances in LED technology have made it an attractive replacement to traditional lighting 

fixtures. Benefits associated to the conversion of streetlights to LED include: 

 Over 50% reduction in energy use; 

 Approximately 50% reduction in maintenance costs; 

 Improved colour rendering of fixtures which improves safety; 

 Ability to use a more balanced colour temperature for lighting which improves ambiance; 

 Reduction in trespass light and light pollution; and,  

 Controls and monitoring that allow staff to more precisely design lighting, providing daily 

reports of failed fixtures, and provides more accurate energy tracking and monitoring. 

 

Energy Ottawa began the conversion project on July 18th and will be installing LED lighting 

throughout the City over the next 4 years. Energy Ottawa will begin by converting fixtures with the 

greatest wattage consumption at the start of the project in an effort to achieve greater reductions in 

energy use as quickly as possible.  

 

This is great news in ensuring that all street lighting designs adhere to the most current Illuminating 

Engineering Society of North America (IES) and Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) 

standards and deliver improvements both environmentally and fiscally. As a part of the conversion 
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project, a control system will be implemented that further ensures proper light levels on City streets 

to minimize any environmental impact. 

 

For more information on the LED Streetlighting Conversion project, please visit ottawa.ca.  

 

Implementing 4-way-stops in Residential Zones 

 

This past spring, I requested a traffic count for the intersections of West Ridge and Bell with the 

intention of implementing a four way stop near Deer Run Park upon resident requests. The results of 

that study are now complete. 

 

Traffic Services uses a warrant to determine where to recommend the installation of multi-way stop 

controls. As such, an 8 hour traffic count was conducted at the intersection. Based on the data 

collected, a four-way stop is only 58% warranted and unfortunately does not meet the warrant 

requirements.  

 

Similarly, a study was conducted November 13, 2014 for the intersection of West Ridge and Franklin 

Cathcart Birchland. That study also only came back as 53% warranted due to traffic count. 

 

The intent of stop signs is to control the right of way at an intersection and not as speed control 

devices.  To ensure that there is a high level of stop compliance, there needs to be sufficient 

volumes from the minor street – more than 200 per hour over an 8 hour weekday period - to 

warrant stopping traffic on the major street. 
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I will continue looking at alternative options for children-at-play areas and work to ensure our 

streets remain safe. Until then, I would still like to encourage all residents to remain aware of the 

dangers of speeding on residential streets. I do still have “Slow Down for Us” signs located at my 

Goulbourn Recreation Complex ward office and would like to encourage any interested resident to 

stop by and pick one up. Please call to confirm someone will be available to receive you. 

Wild Parsnip 

 

 

The City of Ottawa has been working to control Wild Parsnip in areas city-wide along rural and 

suburban roadsides. 

 

Wild Parsnip is an invasive plant that is increasingly common within the City of Ottawa in areas of 

uncultivated land, roadside ditches, nature trails, as well as on and surrounding rural and residential 

properties. 

  

Wild Parsnip may pose a health risk to humans. The plant sap contains chemicals that may cause 

skin and eye irritation and make the skin prone to burning and blistering when exposed to the sun. 

The blisters typically occur one to two days after contact with the plant. This can result in long-term 

scarring of the skin. 

  

The best way to avoid contact with Wild Parsnip is to become familiar with what the plant looks like 

so you do not accidently come in contact with the plant. 
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For further information, contact 3-1-1. To report wild parsnip in your area, please visit: 

http://ottawa.ca/en/serviceottawa/trees-water-and-environment/noxious-invasive-plants-wild-

parsnip-poison-ivy-or-giant 

Outdoor Fireplaces and What You Should Know 
 

 

If you like to sit in the backyard with an outdoor fireplace, fire pit or chiminea, you should be aware 

that certain kinds of outdoor appliances are not permitted. 

 

Under the City’s Open Air Fire By-Law (No. 2004-163), outdoor fireplaces that burn wood or solid 

fuels are strictly prohibited in densely populated areas, such as urban and suburban 

neighbourhoods including Stittsville, where Open Air Fire Permits are not permitted. This by-law was 

developed to regulate conditions of open air fires based on practices that are best suited to prevent 

the spread of fires.  

An open air fire refers to the burning of material such as untreated wood (though treated wood is 

also dangerous and disallowed for other reasons), tree limbs and branches where the flame is not 

wholly contained and includes campfires, brush fires, burn drums, windrows and outdoor fireplaces, 

but does not include barbecues. 

 Electric, natural gas, propane and oil outdoor fireplaces are however, permitted. 

  

Visit ottawa.ca for important information about the safe use, transportation and storage of your 

propane containers. 

http://ottawa.ca/en/serviceottawa/trees-water-and-environment/noxious-invasive-plants-wild-parsnip-poison-ivy-or-giant
http://ottawa.ca/en/serviceottawa/trees-water-and-environment/noxious-invasive-plants-wild-parsnip-poison-ivy-or-giant
http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/laws-licenses-and-permits/laws/open-air-fire-law-law-no-2004-163
http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/emergency-services/fire-services/propane-safety
http://shadqadri.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/outdoor-living-rocklin-electric-fireplace.jpg
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Plan now to register for fall and winter recreation programs 
 

 

The Recreation eGuide for fall and winter programs is now available online at ottawa.ca. Choose 

from a wide variety of activities for all ages, including swimming lessons, fitness classes, general-

interest courses, sports and instruction in the arts. 

 

 Registration for swimming and aquafitness classes begins online and by phone (613-580-

2588) on Monday, August 8 at 9 p.m. and in person at City recreation facilities on Tuesday, 

August 9 during regular business hours. 

 

 Registration for all other classes begins online and by phone (613-580-2588) on Wednesday, 

August 10 at 9 p.m. and in person at City recreation facilities on Thursday, August 11 during 

regular business hours. 

 

To register online or by phone you will require a client barcode and family PIN numbers. High 

volumes of online registrants are expected throughout the first week of registration, particularly the 

first evening, which could result in a longer registration experience than usual. 

 

Residents who do not have access to the Internet are encouraged to visit City recreation centres or 

libraries with public Internet access. They can also visit any Client Service Centre where customer 

service staff can help with registration. Some community centres may provide printed brochures for 

their local activities. 

 

 

http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/parks-and-recreation/registered-classes-all-ages/recreation-guide
http://ottawa.ca/en/creating-client-account
http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/parks-and-recreation/recreation-facilities/recreation-centre-locations
http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/your-city-government/contact-city-ottawa/client-service-centres

