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WHEREAS the City of Ottawa manages multiple road safety programs that 
support the City’s overall goal of zero serious injuries and deaths due to traffic 
related incidents, including the Safer Roads Ottawa Program and the Temporary 
Traffic Calming Program; and  
 
WHEREAS despite the City of Ottawa’s initiatives to calm traffic and reduce the 
speed of traffic, residents continue to identify that speeding on local streets is an 
on-going problem and a significant safety issue in Ottawa; and  
  
WHEREAS the Ottawa Police Chief has identified traffic enforcement as one of his 
top three priorities and he has confirmed that he supports the use of technology 
to help keep our roads safe, including speed monitoring devices like photo radar; 
and 
 
WHEREAS the World Health Organization has conducted research which 
indicates that slower vehicle speeds cause less injury to vulnerable road users; 
and 

  
WHEREAS a number of municipalities in Ontario are considering the use of photo 
radar and/or other technology to address speeding on local streets and there is a 
benefit to Ottawa residents to adding this ability to the City’s current toolkit to 
address traffic and speeding in our neighbourhoods; and 

  
WHEREAS in recognition that there is value to establishing parameters for such a 
program that would ensure that safety on local streets, where there is less 
enforcement, is the priority rather than on arterials, which tend to have a higher 
police presence;  
  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Transportation Committee recommends that 
City Council, through the Mayor, formally request that the Province of Ontario 
allow the City of Ottawa the option of conducting a pilot project to use photo 
radar in school zones with the concurrence of and/or at the request of the ward 



councillor; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Transportation Committee recommends that 
City Council, through the Mayor, formally request that the Province of Ontario 
allow the City of Ottawa the option of conducting a pilot project that would reduce 
speed from the current default of 50 km to 40 km on residential streets and permit 
the installation of gateway 40km/h speed limit signage leading into local 
residential streets at locations recommended by the City of Ottawa’s traffic and 
road safety staff and forego signing each residential street, where recommended, 
with the concurrence of and/or at the request of the ward councillor; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Transportation Committee recommends that 
Council approve that any photo radar pilot projects in the City of Ottawa be 
implemented on the condition that all revenues from the program (net of 
implementation costs) will be directed to a special account dedicated exclusively 
to funding road safety initiatives in the City of Ottawa, and that the Province be 
requested to ensure that municipalities are provided with all necessary authority 
to permit this use; and 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of these requests be forwarded to all 
local Members of Provincial Parliament; and 

  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, should the Province permit the City of Ottawa 
any options to conduct pilot projects for the use of photo radar and/or speed 
reduction pilot, staff be directed to provide a report to Committee and Council 
with options on implementation, including the use of photo radar revenue to 
further road safety and traffic calming initiatives at the earliest practicable 
opportunity. 
 
 


