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Abbott Street Power Line Construction Project - 2016 

What (type of voltage, height of poles)?  

 28kV (28,000 volts). 

 Poles are 70ft high (~60ft height above groundline) to match the existing poles on Shea 
Road.  

 From Granite Ridge Drive to just short of Stittsville Main Street, taller poles were 
installed to help reduce the amount of future tree removal and trimming. 

 One circuit will be installed on the poles right away, as well as the insulators for a 
second 28kV circuit to be installed at a future date. 

 We have been coordinating with the City Street Lighting department to ensure our 
design allows for the installation of new LED lighting to meet their requirements. 
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Why? 

 To create a reliability tie between the trunk circuitry on Stittsville Main Street, Shea 
Road, and Granite Ridge Drive. 

 To increase the reliability and efficiency of energy distribution to our customers. 

 To minimize the risk of outages. 

 To continue meeting the future demand and growth of the Stittsville community.  

 

When (start date, duration of project, construction time of day)? 

 Work will start in August and continue until the end of November. 

 Work will be done in two phases: 

Phase One (August and September): Shea Road to Stittsville Main Street 

Phase Two (October and November): Shea Road to Granite Ridge Drive 

 

Why not underground? What would be the estimated cost? 

 Hydro Ottawa’s standard on collector roadways, such as Abbott Street East, is 
overhead pole lines. 

 As per our Conditions of Service, Section 2.1.4: “Underground electrical system 
installation is an option, provided sufficient utility space is available, associated land 
rights are granted and the requestor pays the associated costs.” 

 Costs of overhead vs. underground: 

 Overhead = $415,000 

 Underground = $1,500,000 

 

History of what was originally proposed: 

 The goal of the project in 2007 was to install poles along the north side of Abbott Street 
from Iber Road to Carbery Drive. 

 All approvals were obtained from the city. 

 Agreement was made to cancel/postpone the project. 

 

Will the poles have any effect on the Trans Canada Trail?   

 The poles will have no impact on the Trans Canada Trail. All poles are to be installed 
within the road right of way, approximately 1.6m off of the curb. 

 

 

What traffic impacts for pole installation? 

 Lane reductions will be required to allow Hydro Ottawa to safely set up the equipment. 

 Traffic management will be  set up and monitored by Beacon Lite. 

 The work will take place during the hours prescribed by the guidelines within the 
Municipal Consent granted by the City. 

 

Background safety information regarding hydro poles in residential areas:  

 All projects are built according to standards and meet all regulatory, public and 
employee safety requirements. 


