
Dear Colleagues, 

I wanted to share with you highlights from Monday’s Ottawa Board of Health meeting. 

The meeting began with a ceremony in which Chair Qadri formally congratulated Ottawa Public 

Health (OPH) employees for the recent Accreditation Award. Esther Moghadam, Chief Nursing 

Officer and Deputy Director at Ottawa Public Health, accepted the certificate on behalf of OPH. 

In doing so, she referenced the level of work and effort that went into the accreditation process 

and acknowledged a number of employees who had made significant contributions in this 

regard. 

Following the ceremony, the Board received verbal updates from both the Chair and the Medical 

Officer of Health. In his update, Chair Qadri welcomed Dr. Monir Taha, OPH’s new Associate 

Medical Officer of Health; recognized Breastfeeding Week, which was observed during the first 

week of October; drew attention to the new vaccine display on the ground floor of the Mary Pitt 

Centre; and again congratulated OPH on being accredited with Exemplary Standing. Dr. 

Levy’s verbal update talked about recent and ongoing changes at the federal, provincial and 

municipal levels and the implications these have for OPH. He also referenced some 

programmatic changes, in particular with respect to immunization services. 

The Board then approved the fourth in a series of Strategic Direction reports, which follow from 

last spring’s adoption of the OPH’s Strategic Plan 2015-2018 - Reducing Preventable Infectious 

Diseases 

The Board also received a report titled Ottawa Public Health Submission to the Federal Task 

Force on Legalizing Marijuana and directed staff to report back in 2017 with an analysis of the 

draft legislation as well as any provincial developments on this issue that may have implications 

for OPH policy and practice. 

Finally, the Board received the three following reports for information: 

 2016 Operating Budget Q2 Status Report; 

 Contracts Awarded under Delegated Authority from January 1 to June 30, 2016; and 

 Mid-Year Update on our Public Health Funding and Accountability Agreement (PHFAA). 

I would also like to share with you that, before Monday’s Board of Health meeting, Chair Qadri 

presented Dr. Levy with his 10-year service pin. In doing so, he noted that during his tenure with 

OPH so far, Dr. Levy has guided innovative and important public health initiatives such as: the 

response to the 2009 human influenza H1N1 pandemic, the management of the largest patient-

notification process in Canadian history, the expansion of the City of Ottawa’s smoke-free 

spaces legislation, the implementation of an independent Board of Health, and most recently, he 

has lead OPH through a very successful accreditation process.  

http://app05.ottawa.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=6794&doctype=AGENDA
http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/public-health/about-ottawa-public-health/ottawa-public-healths-strategic-plan-2015-2018
http://app05.ottawa.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=6795&doctype=agenda&itemid=353354
http://app05.ottawa.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=6795&doctype=agenda&itemid=353354
http://app05.ottawa.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=6795&doctype=agenda&itemid=353667
http://app05.ottawa.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=6795&doctype=agenda&itemid=353667
http://app05.ottawa.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=6795&doctype=agenda&itemid=353473
http://app05.ottawa.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=6795&doctype=agenda&itemid=353399
http://app05.ottawa.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=6795&doctype=agenda&itemid=353398


If you haven’t had an opportunity to read the staff reports referenced above, I would encourage 

you to do so. You can also watch the archived meeting webcast on YouTube.  

If you have any questions about this meeting or about the Board of Health, please do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Blais 
Board of Health Secretary / Secrétaire du Conseil de santé 
Ottawa Public Health | Santé publique d'Ottawa 
100, promenade Constellation Drive 
7th Floor West | 7e étage Ouest 
Ottawa, Ontario, K2G 6J8 
613-580-2400 x. 21544 | ottawa.ca/health 
613-316-7348 (mobile) 
Connect with Ottawa Public Health 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJAn4FXAwR8
ottawa.ca/health

