
Parking 

-          I have previously shared some information in my past update regarding 

parking at splash pads where I noted that the City does not typically provide 

parking spaces in a neighbourhood park with a splash pad as pads this size do 

not typically draw large crowds.   

-          It was noted at the meeting that this park does draw people from outside of 

the immediate area to use the basketball court and that many people park on 

Birchland for this use which can impede two-way traffic on this street. I think it 

is important that parking is encouraged on West Ridge Drive as it does permit 

on-street parking and this would act as a traffic calming measure as well.  It was 

discussed at the meeting that I would see what could be done to promote the 

on-street parking on West Ridge as well as review if there should be no-parking 

on Birchland in front of the park.    

-          At the meeting we also discussed why other parks such as Coyote Park were 

not being selected as they seemed more suitable with parking lots available on 

site.  As some of you may be aware, the construction of Coyote Park was 

extremely difficult.  At the onset, the issue was that as approved by the Ontario 

Municipal Board this park was being constructed on a wetland. Due to the 

existing organic soils on the site, there was a large amount of soil that had to be 

removed and then new fill was brought on site. This raised a red flag at the City 

when considering the site for a potential splash pad as a geotechnical review 

would be required to ensure the soils could accommodate a splash pad, and 

given the background of the park there is a high probability that the review 

would advise that the soils do not meet the requirements needed for a splash 

pad. In addition, the location at Coyote Park for a splash pad is close to the road 

and while there is a post and rail fence as a boundary, the City would prefer to 

have a splash pad further away from the road for safety. 

  

Traffic 

-          Residents also raised concerns about pedestrians crossing West Ridge Drive 

to access the park.  I know this is an existing concern with residents and I have 

been working with Traffic staff and it appears that we should be able to provide 



a Pedestrian Crossover (PXO) in this area along with traffic calming measures on 

West Ridge to ensure we can provide a safe crossing for residents. 

-          I know speeding on West Ridge is a major concern and I want to stress that I 

need help from residents to report speeding; the more reports from residents 

the Police receive then they will allocate more officers to the area. I am also in 

contact with the Police and the City’s Traffic Department but it is very important 

that we work together to address the speeding issue so that we can make sure 

the community is safe for residents. You can now easily report to the Police 

online by visiting here. 

  

Reducing open space 

-          I did hear from some residents concerned that the splash pad would take 

away from the open space at the park.  At the meeting the Park Planner Jennifer 

Hemmings did note that the area of land being used for the splash pad is 

relatively small and there will still be an area of open park space left in the park 

that can be used for open play.  At the meeting a resident did raise questions 

regarding the small berms of earth shown on the plan to be at the ends of the 

open space area and the park planner advised the amount of earth would be 

very small as there is little excavation needed as the site is already quite level.  

Therefore it would only be a slight raise in the elevation in the two small areas 

of the park. 

 

https://www.ottawapolice.ca/en/contact-us/Online-Reporting.asp

