
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor’s Newsletter 

KEEPING YOU INFORMED 

Dear Residents, 

 

This week at City Council, Council approved the 

Stage 2 Light Rail Transit (LRT) plan to build rail 

farther and faster to communities in Ottawa’s east, 

west, and south corridors. 

 

This is exciting news as it means that LRT will 

continue to benefit our Ottawa communities not just 

in the near future but for many future generations to 

come. Already, there are talks in the air surrounding 

just what Phase 3 of LRT will entail and our 

children’s generation growing up in Ottawa will 

experience a world-class transit system that will 

hopefully keep public transportation a primary 

affordable, efficient, and environmentally-conscious 

means to get around. 

 

The Trillium Line South extension is anticipated to 

be completed in 2021, the Confederation Line East 

including Trim by 2022 and the Confederation Line 

West to Moodie by 2023. 

 

I am especially thrilled at how this extension of 

Stage 2 to Moodie will benefit our Western 

communities. It is my hopes that this early shift 

further west from the previous phase 2 stop of 

Bayshore will also mean that the communities of 

Stittsville and Kanata can hope to see LRT sooner 

than the current 2031 estimated date and as early as 

2023. 

 

It is this anticipated surge of West-end ridership that 

inspired me to present an additional motion to 

Council this week requesting that a study be 

conducted for a Moodie Drive Park and Ride. I want 
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to ensure that Stittsville is not ignored for the time 

being and that hopefully a Park and Ride at Moodie 

will encourage residents in the West to demonstrate 

to the City just how high of a demand there is to 

extend our transit service further West. 

 

As we all know, populations are growing at an 

exponential rate in our communities with Stittsville’s 

population expected to double within the next few 

decades. It is essential that we build LRT with these 

projections in mind and plan a transit service which 

will be able to accommodate those needs and alleviate 

vehicular traffic before it becomes too difficult to 

manage. 

 

Several related infrastructure works, such as widening 

of Highway 417 between Highway 416 and Maitland 

Avenue, are being bundled with Stage 2. This will 

improve construction integration, reduce detours, 

save money and reduce impacts to the community. 

 

I will continue to investigate possible ideas to benefit 

our residents including additional Park and Ride 

feasible locations and invite any thoughts regarding 

the LRT project and Stittsville’s transit service be 

emailed to me at Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca  

 

-Shad 
 

Newsletter  Date  

March 10,  2017  

 

mailto:Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca
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Motion to Investigate Park and Ride at Moodie Station 
 

This week at City Council, I put forward a motion to 

request that City staff to conduct a study that 

would explore opportunities for a potential Park 

and Ride to be implemented at the Moodie Drive 

transit station. 

 

The motion was passed and staff should report 

back to the City’s Finance and Economic 

Development Committee before the end of 2017 

with their findings. 

 

I felt that this was an important study to undertake given that the current transit situation in 

Ottawa’s western communities rely heavily on Park and Rides to commute to work downtown each 

morning. Moreover, as the City moves forward with Stage 2 of Light Rail Transit (LRT), the pre-

existing Park and Rides at Eagleson and Terry Fox stations, which already frequently experience 

capacity parking, are certain to face greater pressures than ever with increased ridership. As such, a 

new Park and Ride for west-end residents with easy access to Ottawa’s LRT system would greatly 

benefit the community. 

 

This will be a challenging  proposal in looking at all community partners involved in the process but 

I do believe that these first steps are necessary in formulating an appropriate plan of action. 

 

I look forward to hearing back from this study before the end of the year and looking into additional 

steps to ensure that Stittsville and other western communities receive optimal service as Ottawa’s 

transit system continues its transition into this incredible step forward. 

 

PXO on West Ridge and Franklin Cathcart 
 
 

Over time, I have heard comments from several residents in regards to request for a potential  

pedestrian crosswalk (PXO) on West Ridge at the Franklin Cathcart intersection near Deer Run Park. 
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This week, I have heard back from 

traffic staff and am happy to report 

that they will be going forward with 

the project and the PXO will 

hopefully be installed by the end of 

July.  

 

This is great news for our 

community as it will hopefully 

mean safer streets for those who 

use Deer Run Park as well as the 

greater community at large. 

 

I’d like to thank all community 

members for your input on this 

item and I hope that the new PXO 

will prove a valuable endeavour in 

helping to keep Stittsville’s streets 

safe. Thank you. 

 

Proposed Townhouse Development in Blackstone 
 

The City has received a Site Plan Control application from Cardel Homes for 502 Dressage Avenue. 

The subject property is located at the northwest 

corner of Dressage Avenue and Oxer Place within 

the Blackstone Phase III lands. 

 

The applicant has proposed twenty free hold 

townhouse units fronting onto a private street. 

The townhouses will be built in four construction 

blocks, with each block containing between four 

and six dwelling units. The units are to be two 

storeys high with a maximum height of 11 

metres. Two parking spaces per unit are 

provided.  

 

The 7.5 metre wide private street will connect 

with Oxer Place at the southwest corner of the 

parcel and Dressage Avenue at the eastern midpoint of the property line. Twelve deciduous trees are 

Click here for a larger map 

 

https://shadqadri.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/west-ridge-at-franklin-cathcart.pdf
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to be planted along Oxer Place and Dressage Avenue to partially screen the units, and a 1.8 metre 

wooden privacy fence is to be installed on the northern and southern property edges. 

 

Application Summary 

Site Plan 

Landscape Plan 

 

For more information and to provide comments by March 30, 2017 please contact myself and the 

City Planner Kathy Rygus at Kathy.Rygus@ottawa.ca or 613-580-2424 x28318. 

 

Jo-Jo’s Community Garden 

 

 
I am happy to share some very exciting news with the community. A community garden will be 

launching in Stittsville this year and it will be 100% organic! 

 

Working with my office, the Kassis family of Jo-Jo’s Pizza will lend the property behind their 

restaurant on Stittsville Main St to the community. 

 

Phase One this year will consist of 21 plots (fourteen 10x10 and seven 10x20) with a sunflower 

garden to encourage children participation. 

 

This is an exciting venture for the community to partake in but in order to keep things sustainable, 

volunteers are requested to help with the preparation of the land. The garden committee has created 

a Jo-Jo’s Community Garden Initiative Facebook Page and interested parties can also email 

Jojoscommunitygarden@gmail.com. Volunteers can also reach out to Kim Bonin by text or phone at 

613-858-8465. 

 

https://shadqadri.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/application-summary-502-dressage.pdf
https://shadqadri.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/502-dressage-ave-site-plan.pdf
https://shadqadri.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/502-dressage-ave-landscape-plan.pdf
mailto:Kathy.Rygus@ottawa.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/247798965662298/
mailto:Jojoscommunitygarden@gmail.com
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I would like to thank Jo-Jo’s Pizza for their generous donation of the land and help with organizing 

this great community initiative and community member, Kim Bonin for her initiative in helping to 

coordinate this project with community partners. I would also like to thank John Madden from the 

Stittsville Horticultural Society and his wife, Maggie for their continued support throughout this 

process and the Stittsville Village Association for their support.  

 

For full background on the garden including the call for volunteers, please view the informational 

PDF here. 

 

Stittsville Street Renaming March 13th 
 

As you may know, last year, five Stittsville streets were required to undergo 

changes due to duplicate and similar sounding names since amalgamation with 

the City of Ottawa in 2001. Because of the public safety risk this poses with 

Ottawa’s Emergency Services, the Street Renaming Project was implemented to 

reconcile these challenges. 

 

Names were suggested by members of the community and voted on by households living on the 

affected streets. The results were published in my November 4th electronic newsletter and on my 

website, www.shadqadri.com. 

 

Now, the time has come for these changes to take effect.  

 

On March 13th, residents of Bell, Elm, Goulbourn, and Meadowland will see their street signs 

changed.  

 

Bell St (from Stittsville Main-Norway Spruce) will become Bobcat Way, Bell St (from Norway Spruce-

West Ridge) will become Snowberry Way, Elm St will become Brae Crescent, Goulbourn St will 

become Henry Goulburn Way, and Meadowland Way will become Turtleback Way. Long Meadow Way 

will retain its name but undergo a civic number change to the 900-series (ex: 23 Long Meadow Way 

becomes 923 Long Meadow Way). 

 

Residents of the affected streets should have received mailed notices in mid-February with 

instructions and tips for how best to proceed during this transitional period. Of course, if residents 

have any questions, I encourage you to contact me and City staff, Rebecca Anderson, 

at Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca and Rebecca.Anderson@ottawa.ca. 

 

https://shadqadri.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/jo-jos-community-garden-introductory.pdf
mailto:Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca
mailto:Rebecca.Anderson@ottawa.ca
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Hydro Ottawa Electricity Safety 
 

 

This week, I had the pleasure of joining Hydro Ottawa at A Lorne Cassidy and Guardian Angels for 

informative electrical safety presentations. Students learned to Become as Smart as a Fox About 

Electricity. 

 

 

 

Communicating the importance of electricity safety and conservation is critical, especially amongst 

our city’s youth. The presentations delivered important information about how electricity works, how 

to stay safe around it and how to conserve at home and at school.  

   

Here are some Hydro Ottawa tips for ensuring your home can operate safely around electrical energy 

as well: 
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 Look for damaged wires. Wires that are misshapen, torn, or frayed could cause electrical 

shocks or fires 

 Unplug chargers for cell phones and other electronics when not in use 

 Never stick a metal utensil in the toaster to retrieve a stuck items, always unplug the toaster 

and dump it upside down to dislodge the item. 

 Extension cords are never to be used in place of a permanent outlet and should never be 

connected together. Contact a licensed electrician to install new permanent outlets 

 Label the circuit breakers in your electrical panel so that you can easily identify problems in 

case of an outage 

 When unplugging an appliance, always pull on the plug itself, not the cord 

 Do not leave cords in areas where people walk frequently. Not only is this a 

tripping hazard, but it can also damage the cord 

 Every month adults should test the GFCI (ground-fault circuit interrupter) 

outlets usually found in bathrooms to ensure they are working as they 

project from shocks. 

 Always use light bulbs that have the appropriate wattage indicated on the 

light socket 

 Call 1.800.400.2255 before you dig on your property or visit: 

http://www.on1call.com/   

At the presentations the students also learned how to be safe in your community, some of the tips 

included: 

 Stay away from hydro lines and substations, even being 

too close to these areas can be dangerous as the electricity can 

jump up to 1 meter.  If you lose something over the fence at a 

substation or something is stuck on a hydro wire call Hydro 

Ottawa and they will retrieve it for free and deliver it to your 

house. 

 If you come across a live hydro wire on the ground always 

stay at least 10 meters away and call 911 immediately.  However, 

if you are in a car and a hydro wire is near or on the car stay in 

the car and wait for emergency staff to assist you. 

 Do not climb hydro poles and do not climb trees near hydro poles. 

 Do not play on or around the green pad mount transformers located on some front yards or 

in other areas of the community.  If these are not properly sealed and closed they can be 

http://www.on1call.com/
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extremely dangerous.  If you notice something exposed or damaged on these transformers 

call Hydro Ottawa immediately.  

These are just some of the useful tips to ensure you are utilizing your electricity safely and 

efficiently. You can find more tips at https://hydroottawa.com/outages/safety/safety-inside  and 

you can find coupons for a wide range of energy-efficient products https://hydroottawa.com/save-

energy/residential/coupons . 

 

Remember, safety first. 

 

Thank you for joining me at our March 4th into a Healthy 

2017 event! 
 

Thank you to everyone who came out to the Goulbourn 

Recreation Complex last Saturday to our event, “March 4th into 

a healthy 2017”.   

 

The health and well-being fair included over 13 partners who 

specialize is providing support and guidance in the areas of 

mental health, healthy eating and individual needs. This event 

provided both partners and the community to come together 

in one location to share ideas and information.  Often we or someone we know need support and 

don’t know where to go.   It is important to have this information available and to connect the 

various agencies so that there is a more unified approach to our health care going forward.  

 

Thank you to: 

Ottawa Public Health, Western Ottawa Community Resource Center, Parents’ Lifeline of Eastern 

Ontario, Heart and Stroke Foundation, Ottawa Neighbourhood Watch, Kidney 

Foundation , Distress Center of Ottawa, Ottawa Public Library, Canadian 

Blood services, Ottawa Fire, Ottawa Paramedics and Safer Roads Ottawa. 

 

Your dedication and commitment to the well being of 

others is commendable. I look forward to working 

with you as we March forth into a healthy future! 

 

https://hydroottawa.com/outages/safety/safety-inside
https://hydroottawa.com/save-energy/residential/coupons
https://hydroottawa.com/save-energy/residential/coupons
http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/public-health/about-ottawa-public-health#contact-ottawa-public-health
https://www.wocrc.ca/
http://www.pleo.on.ca/
http://www.pleo.on.ca/
http://www.heartandsustroke.ca/contact-
https://www.ottawapolice.ca/en/safety-and-crime-prevention/Neighbourhood-Watch.asp
https://www.kidney.ca/
https://www.kidney.ca/
https://www.dcottawa.on.ca/
https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/en
https://blood.ca/en
https://blood.ca/en
http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/emergency-services/ottawa-fire-services
http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/emergency-services/ottawa-paramedic-service
http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/transportation-and-parking/road-safety/safer-roads-ottawa-program
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Congratulations to Eva Von Jagow Winning Additional 

Funding for L’Oréal Women of Worth Award 
 

In last week’s newsletter, I shared the news that Stittsville resident, Eva 

Von Jagow, was selected as one of 10 inaugural members of Canada’s 

L’Oréal Women of Worth. 

 

Eva was selected from over 300 nominations for her charitable spirit and 

hard work raising funds for food programs in Canada’s northern 

territories. 

 

Eva was a student at Sacred Heart High School when she first learned 

about the exorbitant cost of food in Nunavut. Demonstrating a deep 

philanthropic initiative, she the founded the first “All that Glam” 

fundraiser, collecting and reselling used jewelry and handbags to support 

breakfast programs in Nunavut. Over $97,800 has been raised since then. Building on this success, 

Eva then went on to found DueNORTH, a foundation to promote access to nutritional and affordable 

food to all children and youth in Canada’s North. 

 

As a recipient of the award, L’Oreal donated $10,000 to Eva’s charitable foundation DueNORTH with 

the opportunity to win another $10,000 through an online voting campaign. 

 

Now, I am happy to share that Eva has received the most votes and will now be receiving another 

$10,000 to put toward food programs in Canada’s North! 

 

I would like to thank all residents who took the time to vote for her and support this fantastic 

initiative. Congratulations, Eva. You deserve it.  
 

March Break Camps 
 

As March Break is swinging around the corner, I would like to 

outline just some of the fun services that you or your kids may 

want to look into. 

 

CITY OF OTTAWA 

The City of Ottawa has March Break camps operating from 

March 13-17 across the City including a Camp Ottawa 

Adventure at the Goulbourn Rec Complex. Other programming 

http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/recreation-and-parks/camps
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includes theatre, aquatics, computers, Pokemon, Minecraft, and much more. For full programming, 

please click here. 

 

STITTSVILLE LIBRARY 

 

The Stittsville Library is hosting a large array of March Break events all week for children of all ages 

including a Family Lego Block Party or Board Game afternoon. Programming runs from March 13-19 

and event times are available in the image above. Pre-registration is required so please email 

infoservice@biblioottawalibrary.ca or call 613-580-2940. 

 

SENSPLEX 

For the sports fanatic, be sure to look into the Sensplex March Break camp packages for a fun, 

weeklong hockey experience! A variety of programs is available for kids aged 5-14 and include 

supportive instruction both on and off the ice. More information and registration is available here. 

 

TRACY’S ART STUDIO 

Arts camps are also available at Tracy’s Art Studio at 67 Iber Road. Children 6-13 can enjoy either 

morning or full-day arts programming. Tracy’s Studio offers Children a chance to get creative with 

their March Break and Summer Arts Camp.  Camp is designed for the artsy child.  Children learn 

https://documents.ottawa.ca/sites/documents.ottawa.ca/files/marchbreak17_en.pdf
mailto:infoservice@biblioottawalibrary.ca
http://www.sensplex.ca/march-break-camps
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drawing, painting, clay and how to work in a variety of other art supplies. For more details, please 

visit their website here. 

 

THE POTTERY PLAYHOUSE 

Stittsville’s Pottery Playhouse is also hosting a series of Art Camps with an African theme this year 

from March 13-17. Kids aged 7-14 can learn how to craft a variety of ceramic objects such as 

animals or pet dishes. For more information, you can visit their website here or call 613-831-0088 

to reserve your child’s spot for either a day or the full week. 

 

THE GOULBOURN MUSEUM 

 

You can also get your craft on for the Goulbourn Museum’s 

March Break Craft Camp! 

 

The festivities run from Tuesday, March 14th to Thursday, 

March 16th with fun workshops such as “Creature Containers” 

and “My Pet Monster” running from 9:00 AM – 12:00 noon. 

Then, stick around to enjoy the museum during its open 

hours from 1:00-4:00 PM. Camps are geared toward children 

aged 6-11 and are $25 each or $65 for all three.  

 

To register, please call 613-831-2393 or email 

register@goulbournmuseum.ca.  

 

For more information, please visit the Goulbourn Museum 

website here.  
 

Dance 4 Wishes Spring Showcase 
 

 

I am happy to let resident know about a local 

event taking place Sunday, March 26th at 

Sacred Heart High School. 

 

The Dance 4 Wishes Spring Showcase is a 

fundraiser for Tysen's Mission to a Million, 

supporting Make-A-Wish of Eastern Ontario and hosted by Pointe of Grace Dance Company. It 

features a variety of competitive Spring dance routines performed by some of the Pointe of Grace 

http://tracysartstudio.com/events/march-break-art-camp-march-13th-17th-2017-full-week-attendance/
http://thepotteryplayhouse.ca/events/
mailto:register@goulbournmuseum.ca
http://goulbournmuseum.ca/whats-on/calendar-of-events/
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dance team and is an excellent way for community members to come together for a great night of 

entertainment while supporting a good cause. 

 

Tickets are $10 per person and can be purchased at the door. All proceeds are donated to Tyson's 

Mission to a Million, to help grant a wish for a child. 

 

For more information, please visit the Facebook event here.  
 

India’s influence on Modern Day Rock n’ Roll 
 

Juno week is quickly approaching and I would like to share an 

event being hosted by local Stittsville group, Aroha Fine Arts.  

 

On Thursday, March 30th, at 7:30 pm in the Ale Lounge at the 

Amberwood Golf Course in Stittsville, “India’s influence on Modern 

Day Rock n’ Roll” is an arts showcase of the culture of India 

through dance and music. 

 

I highly encourage residents to take this opportunity for what is 

certain to be a fun evening. But arrive early as space is limited to 

approximately 150 spots. 

 

For more information and to reserve your spot, please call 613-

831-2442 or visit www.arohafinearts.com.  
 

 

History of Goulbourn – Caretaker of Dreams 
  

The Goulbourn Township Historical Society (GTHS) will be digitally reprising their Millennium 

Pageant “Caretaker of Dreams” on Saturday March 25th, 2017 at the Richmond Legion. The Play was 

written by Barbara Bottriell, directed by Shelagh Mills and produced by the Goulbourn Millennium 

Project Committee. 

 

The play recaptures the story of the Goulbourn Township from the early Richmond settlement in 

1818 to the youths’ vision of the future beyond 2000. It was conceived not as a history lesson, but 

as recognition of the achievements of the township pioneers. The play was initially planned as a 

millennial project, but also became a record of our history as the Province on Ontario decreed that 

Goulbourn Township would disappear with the expanded border and amalgamation of Stittsville with 

the City of Ottawa in 2000. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1889302574659932/
http://www.ottawa2017.ca/ottawas-musicians-promoters-and-music-entrepreneurs-amp-up-the-2017-juno-celebrations/
http://www.ottawa2017.ca/ottawas-musicians-promoters-and-music-entrepreneurs-amp-up-the-2017-juno-celebrations/
http://www.arohafinearts.com/
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The Goulbourn Historical Society was sponsor of the project and the play was produced by the 

Goulbourn Millennium Project Committee chaired by Jean Shaw. 

 

This was a great community event including over 100 Township actors, musicians and dancers 

supported by Dance Director Christine Delorme-Lamarche, Sets by 

Ron Martin, Lighting by Paul Gardner, Musical Director Barbara 

Bottriell, Costumes by Lynn Griffiths and Production co-ordination by 

Hilary Dick. 

 

The pageant was held November 22-25 2000 in the then new Theatre 

of the Performing Arts at Sacred Heart Catholic High School in 

Stittsville. Videographer Sandy Durocher recorded this spectacular 

event.  

 

It is this recording transformed into a digital format by Russell Mason, 

that the GTHS will be showing at the Richmond Legion as our March 

community event. Show time is 1:30pm. The Legion is located at 6430 

Ottawa Street, Richmond. As always, admission, parking and 

refreshments are free. And remember, tell a neighbour, bring a friend! 

 

“Gaining and Maintaining Balance” Free Event 
 

 

On Monday, March 20th at 7:00 PM, The Oasis in Kanata will be 

presenting a special presentation called “Gaining and 

Maintaining Balance.” The event takes place at the Glen Cairn 

United Church (140 Abbeyhill Drive). 

 

Guest speaker, Dianne Blackburn, a social worker and therapist 

with over 25 years of experience in the mental health field, will 

be discussing how caregivers can lend support to their loved 

ones suffering from mental illness while balancing a healthy 

lifestyle of their own.   

 

All residents are welcome and the event is free. I hope that many 

residents take this opportunity to learn more about mental 

health resources in our communities and how to access them. 

 

For more information, please visit www.TheOasisKanata.ca. 

http://www.theoasiskanata.ca/
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Road Closures 
 

 

This Saturday, March 11th, the annual St Patrick’s Day Parade will 

run through downtown Ottawa. 

 

The event departs from Laurier Ave West in front of City Hall at 

approximately 11:00 AM until approximately 1:00 PM. 

 

Motorists can expect delays due to road closures to 

accommodate the parade. The parking entrance to Ottawa City 

Hall on Elgin Street will be open as usual; however, the Laurier 

Avenue entrance will be closed between 7:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

 

The following roads will be closed: 

 Westbound lanes on Laurier Avenue between Nicholas Street and Elgin Street (7:30 a.m. to noon) 

 Laurier Avenue from City Hall to Bank Street 

 Bank Street from Laurier Avenue to Marché Way (Lansdowne Park) 

 

OC Transpo routes 1, 2, 5, 7 and 14 will be on detour during the road closures. Customers can 

catch the affected routes along adjacent corridors at temporary bus stops. Please visit 

octranspo.com for more information and to plan your transit trip.  

 

Businesses at Lansdowne will remain open throughout the parade and motorists can access the site 

either from Queen Elizabeth Driveway or, if approaching from the south along Bank Street, at 

Exhibition Way. 

 

I hope residents take the opportunity to enjoy this annual festive event. I hope to see many of you 

there and, of course, don’t forget to wear green! 

Ontario Summer Student Positions Available 
 
 

Students still looking for a great summer job have an excellent opportunity to work or intern for the 

government of Ontario. 

 

Ontario is offering summer employment opportunities to help students develop important skills, 

gain meaningful experience and learn more about a career in natural resource management. 

There are more than 2,000 summer jobs and full-time internships available to young people in over 

200 communities across Ontario, including: 

http://www.octranspo.com/?from=splash
https://www.ontario.ca/page/student-jobs-offered-mnrf-under-summer-employment-opportunities-program
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 Stewardship Youth Ranger 

 Park Ranger 

 Aquatic/Wildlife Biologist 

 Assistant Forest Technician 

 Learn to Camp Program Leader 

 Fish and Wildlife Assistant 

 Land Use Planning Assistant 

 Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 

Assistant 

 Climate Change Research Assistant 

 Wetlands Information Management Assistant 

Each job posting deadline is unique so I highly encourage interested parties to look them over 

before they are gone! 

These summer jobs provide meaningful work experience for students, allowing them to play an 

important role in supporting Ontario's biodiversity and helping combat climate change by creating 

habitat for endangered species, evaluating forest health, working in Ontario Parks, supporting policy 

development and conducting scientific research. 

 

Providing youth with job opportunities is part of Ontario's plan to create jobs, grow our economy 

and help people in their everyday lives. 

 

I encourage any residents who are students to look into this great opportunity as it could open an 

interesting new career path you may not have originally considered.  

 

City will close 2016 with balanced books 
 

The City of Ottawa’s budget is balanced and there was a small overall surplus at the end of 2016, 

according to a Finance report comparing budget plans to actual expenditures, approved this week at 

Finance and Economic Development Committee. 

 

The strong year-end contrasts with the end of 2015, when 

the City had a shortfall of $41.8 million ─ one of the 

reasons for the reorganization of 2016, which streamlined 

City management and cut costs. 

 

In 2016, there were some higher costs than budgeted, such 

as increased winter maintenance costs for snowstorms, 

administrative restructuring costs and tax remissions and 

http://app05.ottawa.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=6985&doctype=agenda&itemid=359572
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rebates, resulting in an $8.2-million deficit on the tax-supported portion of the City Budget. 

 

On the rate-supported side of the City’s finances, however, there was a $13.7-million surplus, 

created by greater than expected water consumption and lower maintenance expenditures as a 

result of fewer watermain breaks. 

 

Overall, there is a $5.4-million surplus for 2016. The City’s operating budget, including police and 

library, totals $3.19 billion. 

 

One of the major unexpected costs was the larger number of tax rebates and remissions, which 

occur when commercial, multi-residential property owners and homeowners appeal their property-

tax assessments and tax rebates that are provided to property owners due to vacant units or 

property. These exceeded the budget by $26.4 million for 2016.  

 

Finance Services is recommending that departmental deficits be covered through reserve accounts, 

such as the City-wide Reserve and that surpluses, in accordance with existing City by-laws and 

Council direction, be placed in reserve accounts. The City’s forecasted year-end reserves for 2017, 

including police, are estimated to total $280 million. 

 

This report will be considered by City Council on April 12. 

 

Senior of the Year Nominations 
 
 

I would like to let residents know that the nomination 

period for the Ontario Senior of the Year Award is now 

open. 

 

Take an opportunity to recognize one of the 

outstanding seniors over the age of 65 who have 

enriched the social, cultural or civic life of our 

community.  

 

More information can be found at https://www.ontario.ca/page/honours-and-awards-community 

and the application form can be downloaded directly by clicking here. Please note that some 

browsers require the form to be opened manually through Adobe Reader 8 or higher.  

 

Forms must be submitted by a representative of a municipality so please send your recommended 

nominations to my office at Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca where I will carefully review all potential 

nominees.  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/honours-and-awards-community
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/005-0210E~1/$File/0210E.pdf
mailto:Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca
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The deadline for nominations is April 30, 2017.  

 

I highly encourage all residents to consider this incredible opportunity in recognizing our seniors. 

Thank you. 

 

City Invites Feedback on Château Laurier redevelopment 
 

 

At the City’s Planning Committee February 14th, a 

request for public feedback was launched on the 

proposed redevelopment of the Château Laurier. 

 

A Site Plan Control application for the 

development was received and that information is 

publicly available at ottawa.ca/chateaulaurier for 

members of the public to review. Feedback forms 

are available on the website and are requested no later than March 14th, 2017. You can also send 

feedback via email to chateaulaurier@ottawa.ca. 

 

The application recommends the removal of the existing parking garage to construct an addition 

containing 218 long-stay hotel units, an interior courtyard, and five levels of underground parking 

with 385 spaces. 

 

The proposal will be refined by City staff following their review and public feedback. Owing to the 

local and national importance of the Château Laurier, a special heritage working group, comprised 

of nationally respected heritage professionals and a representative from Heritage Ottawa, has been 

established to provide advice to the applicant, the City, and the National Capital Commission. 

 

I highly recommend all residents share their thoughts on the redevelopment as the Chateau Laurier 

is a prominent building in our nation’s capital located directly beside Parliament Hill and thus a 

reflection of our City to many visitors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ottawa.ca/chateaulaurier
https://surveys.ottawa.ca/index.php/531554?lang=en
mailto:chateaulaurier@ottawa.ca
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Keeping You Informed 

Showcasing Youth in our Neighbourhoods with 

#Ottyouth2017 
 

 

The Ottawa Youth Engagement Committee, 

in partnership with Ottawa 2017, are 

showcasing OVER 150 youth friendly faces, 

spaces, and accomplishments that have 

contributed to the success of our capital 

city. Over 150 stories will be shared over Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter (@YouthOttawa) 

throughout 2017. 

 

The deadline is March 15th and there are over 20 free prizes you can win just for taking part 

including Bluesfest Passes, Ottawa2017 Special Prize, and more. 

  

To apply, visit http://youthottawa.ca/ottyouth2017, download the application form, and submit a 

picture and short bio of the youth-friendly face, space, and accomplishment. 

  

What are youth friendly faces, spaces, and accomplishments?  

 

Faces: Tell us about yourself, similar to Humans of New York, express yourself in any way you would 

like. 

Spaces: Let us know of any youth friendly spaces that contribute significantly in the success of our 

city. In what you share, relate how you have benefited from the youth friend 

Accomplishments: Share an accomplishment or achievement that you have experienced! This can be 

as simple as starting an initiative, winning an award, involvement in your community, etc. 

 

For more information, please contact Baies Haqani at ottyouth2017@gmail.com. 

 

OC Transpo adjusts schedules during March Break 
 

 

OC Transpo will operate a revised weekday schedule during March Break (March 13 to 17) when 

schools are closed and many people are on holidays.   

 

http://youthottawa.ca/ottyouth2017/
mailto:ottyouth2017@gmail.com
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Minor reductions will be made on some routes and bus arrival times may be adjusted slightly 

compared to the usual weekday schedule. During rush hour some routes will have one or two fewer 

trips. School routes numbered in the 600s and special school trips on regular routes to elementary 

and secondary schools will not operate.  

 

Holiday schedules are available at www.octranspo.com. Real-time schedule information is available 

24 hours a day by calling 613-560-1000 or texting 560560 plus your 4-digit bus stop number.  

 

Lane reductions on Highway 174 near Blair Road 
 

Beginning this Monday, March 13, there will be lane reductions on Highway 174 near Blair Road, 

including the westbound Blair Road off ramp and the eastbound Blair Road on ramp.  

 

The lane reductions will take place during off-peak hours and work will continue until the end of 

April 2017, to allow for the replacement of two culverts. 

 

Please remember to plan your route in advance of any trip. 

 

Daylight Saving Time 
 

I would like to take a moment to remind residents that this 

Sunday, March 12th, Daylight Saving Time will take effect.  

 

Don’t forget to “Spring” forward your clocks one hour at as of 

2:00 AM and make the most of our daylight. 

 

I hope that all residents take advantage of this extra sunlight as it 

is a wonderful indicator that our days are getting longer and 

summer is right around the corner. 
 

Happy March Break 
 

I would like to wish all residents and their kids a very joyous March Break next week. 

 

May all of the children with the week off take this opportunity to relax and have some fun and I hope 

that all parents have a chance to spend some time with their little loved ones. 

http://www.octranspo.com/

