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For immediate release 
July 30, 2017 

 

Thank you, Canada, for helping a 
dragon-horse find her wings 

La Machine thrills hundreds of thousands in Ottawa  
for its North American premiere 

Ottawa – A record crowd of over 750,000 people took in La Machine, making it the biggest theatrical 
production ever in Ottawa. The Ottawa 2017 Bureau and Mayor Jim Watson, in collaboration with lead 
sponsor CIBC, would like to thank residents, visitors, volunteers, first responders and partners for their 
enthusiastic participation in helping Long Ma, the dragon-horse, find her lost wings and temple.  
 
For four days, the large-scale creature roamed the streets of the nation’s capital pursuing Kumo, the giant 
spider, who had stolen her precious and magical belongings. 
 
Culminating with an epic battle at LeBreton Flats, the show, entitled The Spirit of the Dragon-Horse, With 
Stolen Wings, was created by François Delarozière, the Artistic Director of La Machine, a French theatre 
production company. 
 
One of Ottawa 2017’s most anticipated Signature Events, by the numbers: 
 
1 pair of wings found  

6 number of times it snowed in Ottawa this July to put Kumo to sleep 

27 kilometers of Ottawa streets walked by Long Ma and Kumo combined 

32 hours of live musical performances as part of La Machine 

34 manipulators who guided the spider and dragon-horse through the nation’s capital 

51 number of musicians and choir members who shared their talent to entertain the crowds 

80 number of bicycles used by La Machine staff to travel around during their stay in Ottawa 

252 dedicated volunteers who donated over 3,613 hours to make the event a success 

3,200 number of litres of dragon mist and spider venom sprayed  

 

http://www.ottawa2017.ca/events/signature-events/la-machine/
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750,000 spectators who took in La Machine over four days and embraced the storyline to become 
active participants in this theatrical production 

 
 
On behalf of Ottawa 2017, thank you to Kumo, Long Ma and the incredibly talented and creative team at 
La Machine for this unforgettable journey. It will surely be one of the highlights of Canada’s 150th year that 
people talk about for decades to come. 
 
ABOUT LA MACHINE 

La Machine is a street theatre company from France that was founded in 1999 and is led by François 

Delarozière. It came about thanks to artists, technicians and theatre designers working together for the 

construction of unusual theatre objects. Today, La Machine develops many projects in the field of urban 

development as well as for street theatre. At the heart of La Machine’s artistic approach, movement is read 

as a language, as a source of emotion. Through each of these living architectures, the idea is to dream of 

tomorrow’s cities, and thanks to this, transform the way we look at our towns. 

 
Canada’s 150th anniversary celebrations offer Canadians and visitors from around the world an 
exceptional and memorable year of high-caliber experiences while bringing a record number of visitors to 
Ottawa in 2017 to celebrate this important milestone for our country. 
 
Ottawa 2017 thanks its lead partner CIBC, premier partner Bell, the Government of Ontario 
(www.ontario.ca/150 #ontario150) and the Government of Canada (www.canada.ca/150 #canada150) for 
their contributions in helping to deliver twelve full months of bold events, immersive experiences and all-
out celebrations. 
 
To make this exciting event happen in the nation’s capital, Ottawa 2017 is collaborating with La Machine 
and their partners Région Pays de la Loire, the Ministry of Culture of France and Winland, as well as the 
City of Ottawa, Ottawa Tourism, Gestev, Stantec and the National Capital Commission. 
 
Photos for media use, courtesy Ottawa 2017:  
http://ow.ly/gyFP30dJvvQ  

Videos for media use, courtesy Ottawa 2017:  
https://vimeo.com/218662694 
https://vimeo.com/226777217  
***Look for the Ottawa 2017 recap video of La Machine in the coming days. 

To download the free Ottawa 2017 App, visit: The App Store, Google Play or Ottawa2017.ca.  

Stay informed on plans for Canada’s 150th birthday celebrations in the capital. Visit ottawa2017.ca, follow 
us on Twitter @2017ottawa (#Ottawa2017) and on Facebook. 
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Media information:  
 
Ottawa 2017 
Denise LeBlanc – Manager, Media Relations  
613-858-1506 
denise.leblanc@ottawa2017.ca  
 
La Machine 
Frédette Lampre – Head of Marketing and Partnerships 
+33 (0) 687 77 28 71 
fredette.lampre@lamachine.fr  
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