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Johnwoods Street Conversion – Summary Response (Revised) 

City of Ottawa Planning & Growth Management Department 

The following provides a summary of the major questions asked at the Public Information 
Meeting on May 4th, 2016 and the responses. 

1. What was the Approval Process for Fairwinds West Subdivision and Johnwoods Street? 

 Mattamy applied for a Plan of Subdivision at 33 Johnwoods Street in November 2007 

 The statutory Public Meeting, per the Planning Act for this Plan of Subdivision was held 
on March 21st, 2008. 

 Johnwoods Street closure formed a part of this public meeting and discussion 

 The subdivision was placed on hold due to area-wide servicing constraints associated 
with the Carp River from 2008 to 2012. 

 The traffic study for the subdivision was updated in June 2013, a specific report on 
Johnwoods Street was provided as an addendum to document the traffic impact 
resulting from the closure. The impact on the existing and proposed road network was 
deemed to be negligible. 

 The Ward Councillor (Shad Qadri) declared a conflict of interest in Fall of 2013.  

 Fairwinds West Subdivision was approved by the Manager of Suburban Services, 
Development Review under Delegated Authority in October 2013 with the concurrence 
of the Chair and Vice-Chair of Planning Committee, which included the closure of 
Johnwoods Street as a condition. 

 Notice of the decision, along with conditions of draft approval, were circulated to all 
parties who attended the public meeting or whom had provided comments throughout 
the process, per Planning Act requirements. This notice also included information on 
appeal rights to the Ontario Municipal Board. 

 No appeals were received, and the draft approval took effect November 26th, 2013. 

 A notification and concept were posted to the public information portal for this 
subdivision on the City of Ottawa website. 

 The City conducted a technical circulation to internal City departments including 
transportation and right-of-ways and received technical concurrence to proceed with 
closure, per Condition 32(a) of the Agreement. 

 The Subdivision Agreement was registered in February 2015. 

 The public information meeting, held on May 4th, 2016, was with respect to Condition 
#32(b) of the Subdivision Agreement. 

 
2. When was the final decision made to close Johnwoods to vehicle traffic? 

 The timeline notes that the decision to close Johnwoods Street to vehicle traffic was 
made at time of draft approval, following the discussions through the approval process 
of the plan of subdivision.  

 The internal technical circulation within city departments and external agencies 
between draft approval and registration confirmed that Johnwoods closure would be 
acceptable operationally, and with minimal traffic impact on the existing and future 
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communities. Indeed, the traffic evaluation indicated there would be a benefit from 
reduced cut-through traffic.   

 Between Draft Approval in November 2013 and Registration of the subdivision 
agreement in February 2015, the City still retained an opportunity to entirely reconsider 
the closure if major concerns were identified through the circulation.  

 Following draft approval, the intent was to have Mattamy go through a concept design 
with community input on the future look, function and timing of the repurposed 
roadway conversion. 

  As no appeals or comments had been received on the draft approval of the subdivision 
at large and impacts were considered minor in nature and primarily on future residents, 
and similar closures have been welcomed in other neighbourhoods, the planning 
department moved forward on registration. 

 After the subdivision was registered in February 2015, staff recognized that there 
remained a need to circle back with the community on what the look, function and 
timing would be of the multi-use pathway corridor going forward into implementation.  

 Staff accept responsibility for the unclear communication on the process and timing of 
the community input, and not advancing the discussion on the forthcoming plans for 
Johnwoods with residents until such a late date. 

  Staff continue to advise that the closure of Johnwoods will provide a positive benefit to 
the existing and future communities through reducing cut-through traffic and restoring 
a local road network, and through provision of additional community open space and 
improvement of a poorly used corridor.  

 
3. What is the benefit to existing and future residents by closing Johnwoods? 

 Johnwoods is operating as a cut-through route for traffic through the community, and is 
not operating in a local road capacity. Closing this section of Johnwoods removes the 
direct route for cut-through traffic, reduces speeds, and pushes traffic to the major road 
network.  

 At the time of the public notification and consultation for this application, the City had 
received comments from many residents regarding concerns about volume and speed 
of traffic on Johnwoods Street.  

 At the time, the issues stemmed from an underdeveloped road network, because key 
roads identified in the Kanata West Concept Plan had not been constructed, resulting in 
Johnwoods Street becoming an attractive route for cut-through traffic between 
Hazeldean Road and Maple Grove Road.  

 Since then, the construction of Huntmar Drive and the widening of Hazeldean Road 
have brought improvements to the street network and reduced dependence on 
Johnwoods Street.  

 Because a new collector road in the subdivision, east of Johnwoods Street, would serve 
as the collector road between Rosehill Avenue and Maple Grove Road, there would be 
minimal impact on local streets in the Bryanston Gate neighbourhood.  
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 The proposed multi-use pathway in the Johnwoods Street road allowance would reduce 
traffic volumes on the southerly part of the street and provide an improved connection 
for pedestrians and cyclists in the community.  

 Closing this section to vehicle traffic provides a community benefit, additional useable 
open space and amenity to the existing and future residents of the area. 

 The corridor as it stands is a sub-standard portion of roadway that is unsightly and 
would require significant municipal expense to bring to minor collector standards. 

 Mattamy is conditioned to develop this design, decommission existing infrastructure 
and provide landscaping to City standards at their sole cost and responsibility. 

 Johnwoods is identified as a cycling route in the Ottawa Cycling Plan, with an ultimate 
connection north to the future Kanata West District Park. The Johnwoods multi-use 
pathway conversion is a step towards achieving this connection. 

 
4. What is the timeline for opening Maple Grove to Stittsville Main Street?   

 Maple Grove is intended to be part of the local street network, and not part of the 
major road network. As such, the construction of this is a function of the development 
of adjacent land parcels that will ultimately require access for roads and services. 

 Connecting Stittsville Main Street ahead of the extension to Highway 417 will result in a 
significant increase of traffic on Stittsville Main Street and Maple Grove.  

 Stittsville Main Street is designated as a major collector, and is part of the major road 
network for the City. It is intended to be extended north to Highway 417 in Phase 3 of 
the Transportation Master Plan (2025-2031) with exact timing depending upon 
development occurring in the Kanata West Town Centre area. 

 Future traffic increases on Maple Grove, with or without a connection to Stittsville Main 
Street, will need to be coordinated with improvements to the intersection at Maple 
Grove and Huntmar. This intersection is currently proposed for upgrading after 2018. 

 
5. When will Johnwoods be closed to vehicle traffic? 

 Condition 4(g)(iv) of the subdivision agreement notes that closure of Johnwoods will not 
occur until Santolina Street and Rosehill Avenue are constructed and are open to 
vehicular traffic. Planning staff interpret this to mean Rosehill open from Johnwoods to 
Huntmar. 

 Santolina is now open for public use. Rosehill is dependent upon the construction 
schedule of Poole Creek Village, and is anticipated to be complete and open for public 
use in early 2017. 

 Construction of Johnwoods conversion to a multi-use pathway would occur once these 
roads are open. 

 Discussions with Mattamy as to the exact timing are with respect to the level of 
acceptable construction activity on Rosehill, such that the route is indeed available as a 
direct, viable and attractive connection for the new traffic pattern. This includes full 
provision of all sidewalks and substantial completion of all fronting homes on Rosehill 
and Santolina Streets.  
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6. What traffic analysis was done for the Fairwinds subdivision and Johnwoods closure? 

 Traffic data and analysis for subdivision applications are based upon City of Ottawa 
Traffic Impact Assessment Guidelines, and Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) 
Manual 8, updated from time to time.  

 Traffic counts are collected annually on the major road network (arterials and major 
collectors) and on an as-needed basis for local roads. Traffic counts were collected at 
Hazeldean and Johnwoods as part of the Fairwinds Subdivision application. 

 Traffic moving to and from the Queensway is considered to be the function of the Major 
Road Network. Johnwoods is not part of the major road network. 

 Johnwoods and Rosehill are considered to be part of the local street network system 
and are classified as minor collectors. 

 Minor collectors are designed to only provide service to local streets and direct traffic 
from immediately adjacent neighbourhoods to the major road network. 

 The major and minor road network is re-evaluated every 5 years through updates to the 
Transportation Master Plan, which forms part of the Official Plan of the City of Ottawa. 

 
7. Can the public still have input on the final design of the Johnwoods pathway? 

 Yes, aspects of the design can change with input from the community. The concept at 
this stage is a high-level concept, and was a preliminary proposal.  

 The refined concept plan would be circulated to the Councillor’s office for comment and 
community input on the design.  

 This will not be a formal park as this will continue to be a City right-of-way, under the 
ownership of the City. However, the maintenance and look-and-feel will be to the 
standard that the City looks for in park designs.  

 While Mattamy is conditioned to decommission existing infrastructure and construct a 
multi-use pathway and landscaping to City standards at their sole cost and 
responsibility, the City retains the option to supplement the design with further 
amenities as may be suggested, with the understanding that any additional works would 
be at the cost to the City and not Mattamy and subject to funding availability. 

 
8. What is the traffic impact on the existing community? 

 Johnwoods is operating as a cut-through route for traffic from outside the community, 
and is not operating in a local road capacity. Closing this section of Johnwoods removes 
the direct route for cut-through traffic, reduces speeds, and pushes traffic to the major 
road network.  

 A traffic analysis has been conducted by Stantec Consulting Ltd. as an addendum to the 
Community Transportation Impact Study, and demonstrates that an additional 50 
vehicles per hour will be diverted to the Rosehill minor collector. This is projected to be 
far below the carrying capacity of this roadway, even after Fairwinds West and Poole 
Creek Village are fully built and occupied. 

 No significant traffic movement from closure of Johnwoods is considered to pass 
through Bryanston Gate via Alon Street. The shortest travel path between Maple Grove 
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Road and Hazeldean Road will be via Huntmar Drive or through the Fairwinds / Poole 
Creek communities – not through the Bryanston Gate community. 

 Rosehill is designed as a minor collector between Johnwoods Street and Huntmar Drive, 
and will be the most attractive route for motorists who chose not to use the Hazeldean 
Road / Huntmar major road network. 

 
9. Why not keep Johnwoods open? 

 Johnwoods is operating as a cut-through route for traffic through the community, and is 
not operating in a local road capacity.  

 Leaving Johnwoods open will continue to offer an attractive direct route for cut-through 
traffic from Hazeldean to Maple Grove, not in keeping with the local network 
designation of this road. This would increase as development occurs on the vacant land 
parcels north of Maple Grove, as is proposed in the Kanata West Concept Plan. 

 The proposal to close Johnwoods went through a technical circulation of all affected City 
departments and was deemed to be acceptable. 

 Closing this section of Johnwoods removes the direct route for cut-through traffic, 
reduces speeds, and pushes traffic to the major road network. This shifts Johnwoods to 
a local level of service, in keeping with the Kanata West Concept Plan. 

 
10. Where has the City closed other roads and done similar conversions? 

 The City has closed other collectors for conversion into multi-use paths and community 
open space. This includes Richardson Side Road, from Kanata Avenue to Terry Fox Drive.  

 The former alignment of Strandherd Drive in Barrhaven was converted from a major 
road to a local road, and ultimately, to linear open space and pathways from 2009 to 
today. New multi-use pathways and parks spaces created from the decommissioned 
road include include Fraser Fields Parkette, and Harthill Way Linear Park. 

 There has been no negative impact on adjacent homes and local roads. These are now 
seen as community assets. 

 In future, the City will be closing the Greenbank Road alignment in Barrhaven South and 
converting the right-of-way and bridge into a multi-use pathway upon construction of 
the new Greenbank Road alignment. 

 
11. What are the Next Steps? 

 Mattamy is required to prepare a refined Concept Plan, including a decommissioning 
report for all necessary roads infrastructures. 

 The Concept Plan will be circulated for final review and approval by internal city 
agencies (accessibility, forestry, parks, buildings, ground services etc.) and circulated to 
the Ward Councillor for comment and community input on the design. 

 Following approval of the Concept Plan, detailed design drawings (landscaping, utilities 
plans etc.) are to be developed by Mattamy, and provided for internal circulation and 
review by City departments. 
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 A traffic management plan will be prepared, and public notification and signage will be 
posted to notify of a change in traffic patterns ahead of the closure. This will include any 
identified mitigation measures, signage and traffic calming required on existing roads 
(Alon Street), and may include monitoring before and after implementation to ensure 
future traffic patterns match the proposal. 

 Dependent upon the above municipal approvals and opening of Rosehill Avenue as a 
viable route, construction on the Johnwoods multi-use path corridor would occur in 
summer 2017. 

 
12. How can I stay informed? 

 Concept plans and information will be provided to the Councillor’s office for community 
dissemination as plans proceed. 

 Residents may also continue to contact the Planning Department directly through Kathy 
Rygus (Kathy.rygus@ottawa.ca) 
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