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Councillor’s Column
KEEPING YOU INFORMED

SHAD QADRI – WARD 6 - STITTSVILLE

Committee Votes to Protect Shea Road Woods

As mentioned in last week’s column, this week, Planning Committee discussed and approved an
agreement that would see the City acquire about five hectares of Shea Road Woods, a popular
local greenspace in Stittsville’s Fernbank Community south of Abbott Street East and east of
Shea Road near Holy Spirit Parish.

This is great news for the community as the woods – deemed Stittsville’s “unofficial dogpark” –
are a beautiful green space in which residents often take their dogs for long walks to soak in
some of our community’s natural beauty.

City Council committed to acquiring this important natural area in 2009, to ensure area
residents have access to high quality outdoor recreational space. The agreement with CRT
Developments would see the City pay cash for about one third of the property. The remaining
two thirds would be transferred in exchange for another parcel of land that was to be developed
as a City park.
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As part of subdivision agreements, Ottawa requires each developer to design and build parks on
behalf of the City. As part of a subdivision next to the Shea Road Woods, CRT Developments had
already planned a 3.28-hectare park. In exchange for the Shea Road Woods property, the City
would allow that land to instead be developed with low-density housing. There would be no net
loss of recreational park facilities within the Fernbank Community as CRT Developments would
pay for parks facilities next to the Shea Road Woods.

The City would pay cash for the remaining 1.72 hectares, at an estimated cost of $1,577,573.
Funding for that purchase would come from the Environmental Resource Area Acquisition
Reserve Fund, which Council established to help acquire and protect natural features like Shea
Road Woods.

I would like to thank all residents for their overwhelmingly positive response to this item leading
into Planning Committee. Your comments certainly made a lasting impression on the Committee
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members and truly shed a light on how important residents feel about preserving our natural
areas.
All existing comments sent to Planning Committee will be circulated to members of Council for
discussion and final approval at the November 8th City Council meeting. If there are residents
who did not have an opportunity to submit comments earlier they can email those to Caitlin
Salter-MacDonald, Program Manager, Committee & Council Services at Caitlin.SalterMacDonald@ottawa.ca .

As this item progresses, I will be certain to share any updates in my weekly newsletter.

Exercise Caution at Active Development Site at CRT
Fernbank Lands near Shea Road Woods
I would like to urge residents to please exercise caution in the area of the CRT Fernbank
development lands located at 5786 Fernbank Road. This development site is located west of
Robert Grant Avenue, south of the Trans Canada Trail and east of the Shea Road Woods /
unofficial dog park area. Due to concern expressed by residents regarding the safety of residents
who may be accessing this area I have requested the developer to please install additional
signage in the area.

It is important that residents are aware that these
lands are still privately owned and are indeed part
of an active construction site. There is currently
blasting and tree removal work being done in this
area.

For information on the construction taking place
please visit my recent update here and for
additional information on the development plans
please visit here.
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Johnwoods Street Closure for Multi-Use Pathway from
Maple Grove to Rosehill Avenue

Starting on Wednesday, November 15, 2017, Johnwoods Street will be permanently
closed to vehicular traffic from Maple Grove Road to Rosehill Avenue and will be rebuilt
as a multi-use pathway for pedestrians and cyclists.

This work will add a safe and accessible recreational amenity, more greenspace and
direct connections for pedestrians and cyclists in your community. The pathway will also
enhance privacy and livability for nearby residents by reducing vehicle traffic noise and
headlight glare.
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For more information on this project, including history regarding the decision I
encourage residents to please review the documents available on my website.

Blackstone Community Park Update
I have recently received inquiries from residents regarding the Community Park to be
constructed in the Blackstone Subdivision. The large community park in Blackstone will be 3.25
hectares (8 acres +/-) and will service a large area of the Fernbank community and will be
located southwest of the intersection of Rouncey Road and Groningen Street.

The park will be constructed by the developers working with the City of Ottawa and the trigger
for the park to be built is 50% of the building permits for the area it services. The developer has
advised that they aim to start construction in 2018.

As with any new park, there is an opportunity for public comment on the park features. A plan is
in the process of being developed and then it will be circulated to the community for their
comments. The public will be able to comment on the type of park features to have in the
park. At this time the following amenities are being considered however please note these could
still change: double tennis court; intermediate and full size soccer field; small skate park, puddle
rink, splash pad, parking lot and shade shelter.
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It was brought to my attention that one of the developers was sharing the Fit Plan for the park at
their sales office, however this is not the final plan and should not have been shared at this time
to the public.

For more information on the park development process please view the following image from
page 50 of the City’s Park Development Manual (2nd Edition) the outlining the steps involved in
designing and building a new park.
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Parks Development Manual Update
This week Planning Committee
approved the report for the second
edition of the City’s Park Development
Manual. The update is needed to better
reflect the park development funding
processes outlined in the Development
Charges By-law and the Official Plan
whereby developers can build parks on
behalf of the City in lieu of paying
development charges.

I am pleased to see these changes to
the manual as they have allowed for parks to be built faster in new communities. In the past in
Stittsville, there have been situations that we have struggled to have new parks built and now we
can see in new developments in Stittsville that they have neighbourhood parks built as part of
the beginning phases of the developments.

Further changes stem from the Building Better Smarter Suburbs initiative, and involve two new
types of park being added to the manual: urban parkettes/plazas and woodland parks. Urban
parkettes/plazas are small parks in strategic locations that support walkability in new suburban
communities while woodland parks help retain more trees.

Building Better and Smarter Suburbs and Infrastructure
Standards Review: Arterial Road Cross-Sections
Another Building Better Smarter Suburbs (BBSS) item was also approved at Planning Committee,
involving changes to the guidelines governing arterial roads in new subdivisions. The approved
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modifications are largely related to cycling facilities and medians. They aim to improve road
design, making arterial roads more economical, practical, functional and effective.

The proposed Arterial Road cross-sections are part of a series of BBSS initiatives aimed at
improving streets in new subdivisions. Other ongoing or forthcoming BBSS initiatives include an
update to the existing 16.5 metre and 18 metre local road cross-sections, the potential
introduction of new local road cross-sections, and a review of existing collector road crosssections. An update to the Urban Design Guidelines for Greenfield Neighbourhoods is another
initiative and it will include new guidance for street network design and traffic calming.

As part of the Ottawa Arterial Road Cross-Section Review, two specific areas stood out as having
the greatest potential for revisions that would satisfy the working group’s objective: cycling
facilities and the application of medians. The review took into consideration that the City is
moving towards implementing its Complete Streets policy while also looking at street design
through the lens of Multi Modal Level of Service which is the level of service for pedestrians,
cyclists and vehicles. Consideration was also given that, at the same time, the City is looking at
opportunities to reduce the cost of implementing arterial roads that serve new communities.

CYCLING FACILITIES ON ARTERIAL ROADS
The working group looked at how to best provide cycling facilities and whether it is still
appropriate to continue to provide on-road painted bike lanes along arterial roads. After
reviewing the application of various cycling facilities, the working group recommends the use of
cycle tracks instead of on-road bike lanes on urban arterials. Cycle tracks provide a higher level
of cycling comfort and safety, and can be delivered more cost effectively than on-road bike
lanes. However, using multi-use pathways may be appropriate under certain circumstances such
as in areas where there is low pedestrian demand, along natural and open space areas, or where
there are constraints to the width of the right-of-way.

APPLICATION OF MEDIANS ON ARTERIAL ROADS
Medians are implemented in a roadway corridor with a wide range of varied functions including
separating opposing traffic, creating space for left turn movements and providing refuge to
pedestrians. For the application of medians along arterial roads, the working group recommends
that medians are not necessarily required along all arterial roads in developing community
contexts. For new arterial roads posted 70km/h or less, medians are not necessary unless there
are area-specific traffic safety considerations, regardless of the number of travel lanes. Where
there will be a high frequency of adjacent private approaches served by the arterial road,
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medians may be required to intercept left-turn movements. However, for multi-lane arterials
with a posted speed limit at or above 80km/h a median is recommended, and in locations where
there is a regular occurrence of left turn lanes, a 1.5-metre-wide raised median is
recommended. In cases where the arterial right-of-way is narrowed as a result of removing a
median, the right-of-way would be widened at intersections to accommodate additional space
requirements such as separated left and or right turning movements. The right-of-way would
also be widened at roundabouts identified in planning and transportation studies

With the suite of Arterial Road Cross-Sections developed for this report, staff estimate that there
is a potential development charge cost savings of $1.77 million based on changes to cycling
infrastructure and a savings of $10.28 million based on changes related to medians, for arterial
road projects already planned between now and 2031.

“End Polio Now” Flag Raising
This week on World Polio Day, I was pleased to
join Mayor Watson, the Stittsville Rotary Club,
and some of my Councillor colleagues in
raising the “End Polio Now” flag above City
Hall.

Since 1985, Rotary has led the battle against
polio, and kept the pressure on as worldwide
cases plummeted from 350,000 per year to
several hundred. When India went off the list
of endemic countries in 2012, we took one
more step toward eradicating a human disease
from the earth for only the second time in
history.

I would like to thank the Rotary program for all that they have done to help build awareness and
raise funds for efforts toward the prevention of this terrible disease.
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For more information and to get involved, please visit https://www.endpolio.org/ or
https://my.rotary.org/en/take-action/end-polio

IN THE COMMUNITY

Trick or Swim or Skate!

This Halloween, consider giving a healthier alternative to the standard Halloween treat.
Once again this year, the perfect candy-free alternative for a Halloween treat is Trick or Swim or
Skate tickets.
Each ticket is good for admission to a public swim or skate at a City recreation facility. You can
hand them out at the door on Halloween night or give them directly to the little trick-or-treater
in your life.
Tickets are available now, while supplies last, at the Goulbourn Recreation Complex (1500 Shea
Road) or other participating City recreation facilities near you.
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Trick or Swim or Skate tickets are:


fun;



affordable ($10 for 10 tickets);



allergy free;



have zero calories;



gluten free;



They promote an active lifestyle; AND



They do not cause cavities!

Plus, a public swimming or public skating session is bound to last way longer than any mini
chocolate bar, even for the slowest of eaters.
Kids ages 3- 15 can redeem their tickets from November 1, 2017 to January 31, 2018 during
regularly scheduled public or family swims and skates at City pools and select arenas
(unfortunately, tickets are not valid for wave swims).
I highly encourage residents to consider giving the gift of physical activity to all the little ghosts
and ghouls this Halloween!
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The Complex is Haunted!

Stop by the Goulbourn Rec Complex today, on October 27th for an array of spoOoOoOoky fun!
Show off your costume as you partake in cookie decorating, a haunted house, a spooky family
portrait and more!
Admission is free and donations will be accepted toward the Stittsville Food Bank. The event runs
from 5:00-7:00 PM with Haunted Swim continuing until 8:30.
I hope that all residents join this great opportunity for a wicked good time!

Trick or Treat with the Mayor
On Saturday, October 28th, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m., Mayor Jim Watson will once again host a safe
Halloween event in support of the Ottawa Food Bank's Baby Basics Program. The Baby Basics
Program targets the most vulnerable members of our society, infants and toddlers, whose parents
lack the resources to adequately provide for them. As a result of this program, expensive items
such as formula, baby food and diapers are made available to assist families in need.
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Trick or Treat with the Mayor, along with some
favourite costumed characters, in the Haunted
Heritage House after passing through the
Ghoulish Graveyard on Elgin Street. Follow the
Yellow Brick Road with Dorothy and all of her
friends to the Halloween Dance Party on
Marion Dewar Plaza, where guests can trick or
treat and dance with more costumed
characters. Guests can also take a ride on the
GT Express, decorate a miniature pumpkin or
be wowed by the outdoor magic potions lab
and show. Inside City Hall there will be hot
chocolate and treats in the Hocus Pocus Café.

I highly encourage all residents to consider
stopping by this excellent annual event for a
great evening of fun, games, and Halloween
excitement. With the support of our corporate
sponsors, a memorable evening is assured for
everyone while supporting a very worthy cause.
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Stittsville Legion Remembrance Day Parade

“Lest We Forget”
This year’s Stittsville Remembrance Day Parade will take place on a Saturday, November 11th.
Participants will line up at the Stittsville Legion at 1:30 and leave at 1:45, marching up to the
Cenotaph by the Johnny Leroux Arena.
Afterwards, all attendees are invited back to the Legion for food and live music as we
acknowledge our brave veterans who have fought and are still fighting for our country.
I would like to preemptively thank President of the Stittsville Legion, Judy Campbell, as well as all
members of the Legion for organizing this parade each year and providing residents this
opportunity to remember loved ones they may have lost.

Catch the Ace Lottery comes to the Lions Club

Tickets are now on sale for the “Catch the Ace” progressive lottery!
This is a unique lottery in support of the Ruddy-Shenkman Hospice.
Tickets are $5 each for residents 18 and older and are available Wednesday nights at the
Stittsville Lions Hall at 6:30, from Lions Club Members, and at Kodiak Snow Blowing on 1017
Carp Rd.
COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN
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Draws will take place every Wednesday night at 7:00 PM until the Ace of Spades is drawn so be
sure to get your tickets soon in support of this great cause!

OWAA New Coloured Pencil Artist

A new artist has joined the Ottawa West Arts Association (OWAA) and her name is Jackie Raven!
Jackie spent 30 years as a civilian in the Federal public service supporting the Military as a
Military Pay Analyst and a Pay Systems Analyst. She retired from her public service career to
allow herself time to pursue her artistic passion.

She has been creative most of her life, but got interested in art in the early 1990’s when she
began taking painting classes, that started her love of art. She attended an art show where she
saw a coloured pencil drawing. She was so amazed she knew she had to learn coloured pencil
art. After attending classes, she has developed her coloured pencil talent to a level that
allows her to create the pictures that she is proud to present through the Ottawa West Art
Association (OWAA), an organization that she's grateful to be a part of.

The 9th Annual Ottawa West Arts Association (OWAA) Art Sale is happening on October 28th at
the OWAA gallery located in the Goulbourn Recreation Complex (1500 Shea Road)
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From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., residents can view the new exhibits by local artists, learn more about
OWAA, and of course buy some artwork!
For more information, please visit owaa.ca
AROUND THE CITY

Experience Mìwàte – even earlier!

Residents can now enjoy an earlier start for Mìwàte: Illumination of Chaudière Falls.
Now until November 5th, the free lighting experience will run each evening from 6:30 PM to 10
PM.
To date, close to 28,000 people have visited this Ottawa 2017 Signature Event at one of the
region’s most impressive natural landmarks. Of the spectators surveyed, 19% were visitors to
Ottawa. Mìwàte has an approval rating of 98%.

Based on an original concept by Ottawa 2017, Mìwàte was created and produced by the Ottawa
2017 Bureau and Moment Factory, in collaboration with the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan, and in
consultation with representatives from local Métis and Inuit communities. This dynamic
illumination of Chaudière Falls celebrates the Indigenous Peoples of Canada and their cultures.
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In addition to the illumination, participants are invited to explore the Algonquin Awareness
Exhibit, which shares information on the presence of Indigenous Peoples in the region. This
special exhibit is presented on site by the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan.
Spectators can view Mìwàte from the new public space overlooking the falls that is part of Hydro
Ottawa’s Chaudière Falls expansion project. Information about the experience and nearby
parking can be found at: http://www.ottawa2017.ca/magnificence-of-chaudiere-falls/.

Champlain LHIN Mental Health/Addictions Study
As Chair of the Board of Health, I am happy to share
that the Champlain LHIN (Local Health Integration
Network) and hospital partners have conducted a study
on how to improve inpatient mental health and
addictions services in the region.
The study produces a plan examining how best to use
current bed capacity and dollars in the most effective,
high-quality, and efficient way while providing clarity as to the roles and responsibilities of
hospitals with mental-health and addictions services.
The 13 recommendations involve changes to several key areas—leadership, governance and
culture; equity and access; patient flow; service delivery, and health human resources.
More information on the plan as well as other Champlain LHIN updates is available on their
website here.
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CITY SERVICES

ReCollect Collection Calendar
I am happy to announce that the City of Ottawa’s Service Innovation
and Performance Department has now launched a ReCollect Collection
Calendar app. The online ReCollect calendar has been in use since
September 2012 and provides residents with a reminder of their
collection day and the type of material scheduled for collection.

The new mobile app is now available free of charge through Apple and
Android stores. By downloading the collection calendar app, residents
will be able to receive notifications about their collection and quickly reference their collection
calendar on their Apple and Android devices.
ReCollect apps are used by over 100 municipalities across North America. Each of these mobile
apps is unique to the municipality (name, artwork, content, etc.), and has been very well received
by residents. In addition to weekly calendar reminders, customized waste diversion messages
can also be incorporated into the app.
In addition to the ReCollect app residents can access the ReCollect calendar on Ottawa.ca. They
can download and print the collection calendar, upload it to personal calendars or sign up for
email, telephone or Twitter notifications. Since September 2012, the online ReCollect calendar
has reached 68,000 active users.
I highly encourage all residents with smartphones to consider downloading this useful tool and
never miss an update on waste and recycling collection!
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When you see Flashing Green Lights, Please Yield!
This week, I had the pleasure of joining the
launch for the Flashing Green Light
Awareness campaign.
The campaign reminds motorists that
vehicles with green flashing lights are being
driven by volunteer firefighters who are
responding to a call. As a courtesy, all road
users are asked to allow these vehicles to
pass quickly and safely.

Ottawa’s rural communities are served by 470 volunteer firefighters. Through the Green Light
program, volunteer firefighters are equipped with green flashing lights for their personal
vehicles. When you see a green light flashing from a driver’s vehicle, it means the driver is a
volunteer firefighter responding to an emergency.

Drivers are asked, to please yield the road to these vehicles with green flashing lights. This may
mean pulling over, if it is safe to do so, to allow the vehicle to pass.

Volunteer firefighters responding to an emergency
typically need to drive their personal vehicles to a nearby
fire station where they can transfer into a fire vehicle
before responding to the scene of an incident. Pulling over
when you see a firefighter’s green light can have a big
impact because every second counts.

Volunteer firefighters are also expected to follow the same
rules of the road as all other drivers. The Highway Traffic Act allows volunteer firefighters to
display a flashing green light when responding to emergencies. The use of the flashing green
light on or in vehicles is restricted to fire services.
COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN
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As part of the new campaign, drivers in rural areas may notice additional road signs and
billboards reminding them of the program. An instructive Green Light Awareness Campaign
video is also available below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPtluTXMCIk&feature=youtu.be

I would like to thank all residents for taking the time to ensure that our volunteer firefighters can
work efficiently and effectively. After all, it could be your home they are travelling to next!

OC Transpo Fare Gate Start-up and Customer Testing

OC Transpo will soon begin customer testing of fare gates and ticket machines at four stations
on the O-Train Trillium Line. Testing will begin on the following dates:


Wednesday, November 1 – Carling Station



Friday, November 3 – Carleton Station



Monday, November 6 – Confederation Station



Wednesday, November 8 – Greenboro Station – Bus and train platforms

To reach the train platforms at these stations and also the bus platforms at Greenboro Station,
customers will enter through the fare gates by simply tapping their smartcard (Presto, U-Pass or
STO Multi cards) or scanning their bus transfer or ticket purchased at the station. When exiting
the station, there’s no need to tap or scan. The gates will open automatically when the customer
approaches.

New ticket machines will also be available at these stations for purchasing single ride fares or
buying any Presto card product. Customers can buy a new Presto card, check their balance or top
up their current Presto card, and buy a DayPass or single-ride fare. Ticket machines will accept
cash, credit or debit cards. Fare products purchased at the ticket machines can be used
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20

COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN

OCTOBER 27, 2017

immediately. DayPasses and single-ride fares purchased at the machines can be scanned and
smartcards tapped to provide access through the fare gate.

OC Transpo staff will be at each station to provide assistance with the new fare gates and ticket
machines during all service hours through this phase of testing.

Old-style paper tickets purchased through retailers cannot be used at the fare gates as they have
no features that can be scanned. Old-style paper tickets will no longer be sold after November
30, 2017. Customers are able to exchange them at OC Transpo Customer Service Centres for
purchase of another fare product, such as a Presto card.

A live customer help point service will be introduced at a later date at each of the four stations. It
will feature a live video chat function that will allow customers to see and speak with OC Transpo
customer service staff who can provide assistance.

For more information on the O-Train Trillium Line fare gates and ticket machines, please visit
octranspo.com.
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN

Happy Halloween residents!

I hope that all the little ghosts and ghouls of Stittsville have an excellent time trick or treating
this year! Remember to stay safe however possible, wear bright clothing, remain visible, and
check your treats before indulging. And for the adults celebrating Halloween with alcoholic
beverages, remember to do so responsibly.
May everyone have a fiendishly good Halloween.

Meetings at Ottawa City Hall for the Week of October 30
All public meetings will be held at Ottawa City Hall, 110 Laurier Avenue West, unless otherwise
noted.
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Ottawa Board of Health – Monday, 30 October, 4:15 p.m., Caucus Room


Education session for Board Members – Epidemiology and Population Health Assessment

Ottawa Board of Health – Monday, 30 October, 5 p.m., Champlain Room


Chair of the Board of Health Verbal Report



Medical Officer of Health Verbal Report



2018 Draft Operating Budget for the Ottawa Board of Health (tabling)



Ontario’s Health System Transformation: Response to the Minister’s Expert Panel Report



Ottawa Public Health Application to Health Canada for an Exemption from the Controlled
Drugs and Substances Act



West Nile Virus Activity – 2017 Season



2018 Ottawa Board of Health Meeting Schedule

Transportation Committee – Wednesday, 1 November, 9:30 a.m., Champlain Room


All Way Stop Control at the Intersection of Famille-Laporte Avenue and Mishawashkode
Street/Minoterie Ridge, the Intersection of Vista Park Drive and Clarington Avenue, and
the Intersection of Harvest Valley Avenue and Glastonbury Walk/Beaudelaire Drive



Federation of Citizens Associations, Review of the City of Ottawa’s 2013 Transportation
Master Plan



Sussex Drive Speed Reduction between Boteler Street and Rideau Gate



Parking Services 2016 Annual Report



Safer Roads Ottawa Program Update 2017



Status Update – Transportation Committee Inquiries and Motions for the period ending 25
October 2017

Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee – Thursday, 2 November, 10 a.m., The Chamber, Ben
Franklin Place, 101 Centrepointe Drive
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Status Update – Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee Inquiries and Motions - for the
period ending 26 October 2017 (City Wide)



Zoning By-Law Amendment – Part of 8089 and 8165 Franktown Road (Ward 21 – RideauGoulbourn)



Official Plan and Zoning By-Law Amendment – 1346 and Part of 1380 Bankfield Road
(Ward 21 – Rideau-Goulbourn)



Zoning By-Law Amendment – Part of 3315 Shea Road (Ward 21 – Rideau-Goulbourn)



Zoning By-Law Amendment – 2980 Colonial Road (Ward 19 – Cumberland)



O’Keefe Municipal Drain – Appointment of Engineer (Ward 3 – Barrhaven)



Tasse-Regimbald Municipal Drain – Appointment of Engineer (Ward 19 – Cumberland)



Thomas Gamble Municipal Drain – Appointment of Engineer (Ward 20 – Osgoode, Ward 22
– Gloucester-South Nepean)



Kilroe Municipal Drain – Appointment of Engineer (Ward 21 – Rideau-Goulbourn, Ward 3 –
Barrhaven)
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