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The activities that are being started on the outlined area involve tree removals to allow for pre-

load the site with fill to prepare the site for development. All the activities on the site follow best 

management practises for both tree management and fill activities.  

 

Firstly, the permit does not allow any tree or land management (removal, trimming or clearing of 

vegetation) during the period April 15 to August 15 as this is the most sensitive time for nesting 

birds.  

 

Secondly, best forestry management practices indicate that in order to reduce the impact on 

adjacent forest soils and vegetation, the best time to remove trees is during winter months 

when the ground is still frozen and preferably snow-covered. If this is not possible, the second 

best removal time is in the fall when the ground is dry. 

 

The City of Ottawa follows this practice during tree removals. You will recall when the City 

removed woodlot trees during the emerald ash borer crisis it did so in the dead of winter - 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/city-to-cut-700-trees-to-fight-invasive-pest-1.1072016 

- because it was the least disruptive time to undertake tree removal. 

 

In addition to the best practice for tree management and fill activities we are obligated by our 

permit to follow Ottawa’s Wildlife Protocol. The Protocol requires you to avoid sensitive times of 

the year for various habitat types and wildlife and provides a table outlining factors to be 

considered. However, in our case most of the site we are working in has already been disturbed 

as these photos indicate. 

 

  
 

As a result we have very little over winter habitat and thus our main concern will be for 

Migratory birds and raptors which places restrictions (April to August) on our activities.  

 

A future permit which will cover the southern part of the site will most likely limit site alterations 

to the fall period due to a larger variety of vegetation and tree cover. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/city-to-cut-700-trees-to-fight-invasive-pest-1.1072016

