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Councillor’s Column
KEEPING YOU INFORMED

SHAD QADRI – WARD 6 - STITTSVILLE

Meeting Recap: Stittsville Parks Public Information
Session for Amberway Park, Blackstone Park, Bryanston
Gate Park and William Bradley Park – February 8th
An information session was held on February 8th to
review the proposed concept plans for Amberway Park,
Blackstone Park, Bryanston Gate Park and William Bradley
Park.
Parks are important pieces of infrastructure for our
communities – they provide families a place to play,
relax, and enjoy time together. With all of the growth in
Stittsville, new parks are being regularly developed in our
communities while the City continues to invest in

existing park infrastructure to ensure that older parks remain maintained and updating to
changing trends.
In my comments at the information session, I highlighted how the City ensures parks are
accessible for anyone by removing barriers for those in wheelchairs and other mobility devices.
As a member of the City’s Accessible Advisory Committee, I know firsthand how important it is
that the City ensures infrastructure is accessible to everyone. Some features you will notice
include using woodchip type material instead of sand, installing accessible swings, providing
accessible pathways, benches and picnic tables.
The concept plans prepared for these parks are based on existing and anticipated needs by the
community as well as accommodating the City’s programming demands. Every park has a
specific budget calculated based on the park property size, surrounding population, and other
factors. The City will consider requests for additional park features, however in order to
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accommodate these requests additional funding is required for the removal of some features.
There are some opportunities for funding through the Ward 6 Cash-in-lieu of parkland budget
or through community fundraising. The City also has grants available to assist with community
fundraising.
At the information session, residents reviewed the concept plans for the new Blackstone
Community Park and William Bradley Park, and the updates planned to the existing Amberway
and Bryanston Gate Parks. The meeting was a good opportunity to hear feedback from residents
on the concept plans. Residents expressed interest in having additional shade and seating
provided in the parks, as well as input on specific park features. Members of the Blackstone
Fernbank Crossing Community Association also took the time to conduct a survey to gauge
interest on park features which residents can view here. I would like to thank the Community
Association and members of the community who took the time to share their thoughts in this
manner.

For those unable to attend the meeting you can review the presentation and watch the recording
of the meeting via Facebook Live.
Stittsville Parks Information Session Presentation
Stittsville Parks Information Session Facebook Live Recording
Information on the proposals including the concept plans are provided in the following articles
available below:
-

Amberway Park

-

Blackstone Community Park

-

Bryanston Gate Park

-

William Bradley Park

Park concept plans will be posted on the City website in bilingual and accessible formats.
Feedback Requested by February 22
The City is interested in receiving feedback from the community on the concept plans for these
parks. Let us know if there are additional features you would like included in the parks. For
example, in the Bryanston Gate Park plans, there are some optional items noted such as a sand
play area, accessible picnic table, and bench.
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Please provide comments by February 22 to the following listed staff and my office:
Blackstone Park & William Bradley Park
Jennifer Shepherd, Planner, Parks and Facilities Planning Recreation
Jennifer.Shepherd@ottawa.ca / 613-580-2424, ext. 13771
Amberway Park & Bryanston Gate Park
Louise Cerveny, Planner, Parks and Facilities Planning Recreation
Louise.Cerveny@Ottawa.ca / 613-580-2424, ext. 27806
Shad Qadri, City Councillor, Ward 6 Stittsville
Shad.Qadri@Ottawa.ca / 613-580-2476

Stittsville Rockets are Getting a Trophy Case!
I am happy to share that the Stittsville Rockets of the
Goulbourn Girls Hockey Association (GGHA) will soon be
getting a trophy case right in the Goulbourn Recreation
Complex (GRC) in the Matt Bradley Arena!
This week, I had the pleasure of sitting down with Rockets
player, Danika Glenn; GGHA President, Cathy Bureau; and
GRC staff to go over the details of how and where the trophy
display could be situated within the building.
Danika first brought the idea to me late last year as an eager
young athlete hoping to bring more attention to the many
successes of the Goulbourn Rockets hockey teams. As I have
supported the Rockets many times in the past, I understand
firsthand just how prominent of a role the GGHA and all
Stittsville sports associations play in bringing together the
Stittsville community.
Recreational facilities such as the GRC were often not designed with trophy cases in mind and as
such, finding an appropriate location was something we had to look into further. However,
working with GRC staff, I am happy that a suitable spot could be found to appease all parties.
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As I believe that this is an important initiative to represent and support recreational activities in
Stittsville, my office will be covering the cost of the trophy case (approximately $900) through
the ward cash-in-lieu of parkland fund.
I would like to especially thank both Danika and Cathy for all of their hard work in bringing this
item to my attention in support of Goulbourn Rockets hockey in Stittsville. I would also like to
thank the GRC staff for their assistance in accommodating this request and taking the time to
meet and provide options on moving forward.
I hope that the display helps to motivate more young people to get involved in sports for many
years to come! I will keep the community updated as the project moves forward.

Site Plan for Addition at 5906 Hazeldean Road
The City of Ottawa has received a Site Plan application for an addition at the back of the existing
Stittsville Window and Doors building at 5609 Hazeldean Road. The site is currently occupied by
the existing 1-storey commercial building and is located on the south side of Hazeldean Road
between Victor Street and Savage Drive. The property is surrounded by commercial and office
uses along Hazeldean Road and low-rise residential homes to the south.
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Site Plan
Elevations (North and East)
Elevations (South and West)
The proposed addition at the back of the existing building will have a height of 6.4 metres and
comprised of a 99 square metre retail component and a 96 square metre space for storage. The
existing access from Hazeldean will be maintained to service the 10 proposed vehicle and 8
bicycle parking spaces. Loading and garbage bin will both be located at the rear of the property
screened with a 2 metres high opaque fence.

The site plan is not subject to a public consultation, however residents are welcome to provide
their comments to my office at Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca and I will provide them to the City.

Committee approves additional funding of $730,000 for
Stittsville Infrastructure Projects
This week, the City’s Finance and Economic Development Committee approved the staff report
and recommendations for the Additional Infrastructure Funding for the Renewal of TaxSupported Assets. I am pleased Stittsville will be receiving funding of approximately $730,000
for infrastructure projects. I look forward to supporting the report and recommendations when it
comes forward to City Council on February 14, 2018 for final approval. For more information,
please review the report here.
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STITTSVILLE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
BUILDINGS
Facility

Address

Description

Budget $

Stittsville

1637 Stittsville

Replace furnaces and

55,000

Library

Main

A/C units

Johnny Leroux

10 Warner

Full modernization of

Stittsville

Colpitts Lane

elevator

Maple Grove

1655 Maple

Replace

Depot Office

Grove Road

doors/flooring/repair

200,000

Arena & CC

and Garage

100,000

& repaint walls –
pressure washing
bay

TOTAL

355,000

PLAYGROUNDS
Facility

Address

Description

Budget $

Fringewood

14 Fringewood

Replace senior

180,000

Park Playground

Drive

playstructure and
play equipment

West Ridge Park

20 West Ridge

Replace senior

A Playground

Drive

playstructure and

195,000

play equipment
TOTAL
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Confederation Line to Open November 2018
This week, the Finance and Economic Development
Committee received an update on the Confederation
Line light rail transit (LRT) system. The Committee
was informed that the Rideau Transit Group has
confirmed that the construction schedule has
shifted due to the June 2016 sinkhole. As a result,
the City expects service to the public to begin later
in November 2018.

I have heard from many residents the disappointment in this later-than-anticipated date and I
do share this disappointment, particularly in the delay of how the information was shared and
the delay of service benefits. The constractor, Rideau Transit Group (RTG), is under a strict
Project Agreement (PA) with the City of Ottawa. Although this newest update extends well
beyond the originally agreed upon completion date of May 24, 2018, the PA is structured to
motivate RTG to complete the project and deliver the system to the City by November 2, 2018,
as the PA is designed to require RTG to potentially absorb significant costs related to interest
penalties, equity return, loss of maintenance payments, and ongoing labour and construction
costs beyond what they have budgeted. Additionally, the City would receive $1 million in
liquidated damages should RTG miss the new date of November 2, 2018.

With that said, while November may still seem very far away, I am happy to hear that Ottawa’s
largest infrastructure project in history is still slated for a 2018 opening date! LRT will help to
revolutionize transportation within the City of Ottawa and change the way we look at travel from
Ottawa’s West, East, and South ends, spanning almost 60km.

Remember to keep updated on LRT updates as they arise by visiting http://www.stage2lrt.ca/
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Temporary Traffic Calming Measures Program Call-out
As many residents may be aware, the Temporary Traffic Calming Measures (TTCM) program was
implemented in 2013 as a means to deter speeding in local communities. Each year, City
Councillors are granted $40,000 outside of their annual office budget to implement these
measures in locations across their ward identified as most in need.

Some of these measures include:


Flex Stakes / Cyclo-Zone Delineators



Pavement Markings
o

Speed Pavement Markings

o

Slow Pavement Markings

o

School Pavement Markings

o

Stop Ahead Pavement Markings



Speed Display Boards



Planter Boxes



School Area Thermoplastic



Community Entrance Signage



Permanent “Slow Down For Us” Signage

For a better look of these measures as well as their cost, please refer to this useful document
here.

As we move into 2018, I have already been in discussions with traffic staff on potential new
measures to be implemented across Stittsville but now I would like to hear from residents on
their thoughts. If you have any potential locations in mind in need of traffic calming and a
suggestion as to which measure might be best implemented, please email me at
Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca. While there is no guarantee that every recommendation will be
implemented with a TTCM, having a database of locations in which residents feel require
attention will better assist me in working with traffic staff to ensure that Stittsville remains safe.

For some examples of past projects in Stittsville, please click here.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

Stittsville Piano Students Perform at First Class Honours
Recital
On Sunday February 4th, three Stittsville students
performed at the First Class Honours Recital at City
View United Church in Nepean.
I am happy to extend my congratulations to Anisha
Jain, Mihika Patro and Abhinav Jain.
38 students from all over Ottawa performed in the
concert. To be eligible to perform, each student had
to receive a first class honours mark in their
Conservatory exam in 2017 and pass an audition.
Congratulations for representing our community and
for all of the hard work you have each put in to your craft!

Hydro Ottawa Teaches Stittsville Students about
Electrical Safety
This week, I had the pleasure of joining the
Electrical Safety Authority on behalf of Hydro
Ottawa at Stittsville Public School for an
informative electrical safety presentation.
Communicating the importance of electricity
safety and conservation is critical, especially
amongst our city’s youth. The presentation
delivered important information about how
electricity works, how to stay safe around it and
how to conserve at home and at school.
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Every year, the Electrical Safety Authority provides these presentations to over 50,000 students
across Ontario. New this year is a series of informative videos that you can watch with your kids
to help promote electrical safety in your household!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTmMBA3aJLs
For a full list of videos, please visit https://www.esasafe.com/about-esa/campaignsvideos/video-gallery

Here are some more Hydro Ottawa tips for ensuring your home can operate safely around
electrical energy as well:


Look for damaged wires. Wires that are misshapen, torn, or frayed could cause electrical
shocks or fires



Unplug chargers for cell phones and other electronics when not in use



Never stick a metal utensil in the toaster to retrieve a stuck items, always unplug the
toaster and dump it upside down to dislodge the item.



Extension cords are never to be used in place of a permanent outlet and should never be
connected together. Contact a licensed electrician to install new permanent outlets



Label the circuit breakers in your electrical panel so that you can easily
identify problems in case of an outage



When unplugging an appliance, always pull on the plug itself, not the
cord



Do not leave cords in areas where people walk frequently. Not only is
this a tripping hazard, but it can also damage the cord



Every month adults should test the GFCI (ground-fault circuit
interrupter) outlets usually found in bathrooms to ensure they are
working as they project from shocks.



Always use light bulbs that have the appropriate wattage indicated on the light socket



Call 1.800.400.2255 before you dig on your property or visit: http://www.on1call.com/
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At the presentations the students also learned how to be safe in your community, some of the
tips included:


Stay away from hydro lines and substations, even being too close to these areas can be
dangerous as the electricity can jump up to 1 meter. If you lose something over the fence
at a substation or something is stuck on a hydro wire call Hydro Ottawa and they will
retrieve it for free and deliver it to your house.



If you come across a live hydro wire on the ground always stay at least 10 meters away
and call 911 immediately. However, if you are in a car and a hydro wire is near or on the
car stay in the car and wait for emergency staff to assist you.



Do not climb hydro poles and do not climb trees near hydro poles.



Do not play on or around the green pad mount transformers located on some front yards
or in other areas of the community. If these are not properly sealed and closed they can
be extremely dangerous. If you notice something exposed or damaged on these
transformers call Hydro Ottawa immediately.

These are just some of the useful tips to ensure you are utilizing your electricity safely and
efficiently. You can find more tips at https://hydroottawa.com/outages/safety/safetyinside and you can find coupons for a wide range of energy-efficient
products https://hydroottawa.com/save-energy/residential/coupons .

Remember, safety first.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Y7g_eMtz7A
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GRC Family Day
February 19th is Family Day and it is a great
opportunity to take the day off and spend
some time with those you love! This year, the
Goulbourn Recreation Complex (GRC) is
offering a wide assortment of activities for
the whole family to have some fun.

As my office has sponsored the free skate, I
invite residents to come down and join me
for this exciting day!

Take your kids down for the day to the GRC
(1500 Shea Rd) between 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM for some family yoga, public skate, crafts, a family
day photo shoot and more!

Tickets are $4 in advance per person or $5 at the door while kids 2 years and under participate
for free!

For more information, please call GRC staff at (613) 580-2532.

Coldest Night of the Year Walk
The Western Ottawa Community Resource Centre is hosting the Coldest Night of the Year (CNOY)
fundraiser WALK for Chrysalis House on February 24th. Chrysalis House is a 25-bed shelter in
western Ottawa for women and their dependents fleeing violence in the home.
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CNOY is a 2, 5 and 10 km winter walk-a-thon starting at the Kanata Recreation Complex at 5:30
p.m. (registration starts at 4:30 p.m.). A hot, light meal is served between 6:00-8:00. Sign up to
walk or to start a team by following the link here.
For more information, please visit https://cnoy.org/location/kanata or call 613-591-3686 ext.
286.

Rotary Club Trivia Night

I am happy to share that Trivia Night with the Stittsville Rotary Club will take place February 23rd
from 6:00-11:00 PM at the Stittsville Lions Club (1339 Stittsville Main St).
The Rotary Club of Ottawa Stittsville Trivia Night has been an annual Stittsville tradition since
2006. Over 160 participants compete for the honour of winning ten rounds of trivia questions,
each with ten questions.
Participants can enjoy an evening of prizes, pizza and popcorn, full of fun and comradery.
For more information or for tickets, please contact Theresa at Theresaqadri@gmail.com - 613620-6245 Brad at Bradspriggs@rogers.com. Please visit http://www.stittsvillerotary.com/ for
additional details.
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Heritage Day with the GTHS

The Goulbourn Township Historical Society (GTHS) is hosting their Heritage Day event, “The
Great Ice Storm – 20 Years After” at the Stittsville Library and you are invited to join in the fun!
The event takes place Saturday, February 17 at 1:30 PM. Light refreshments will be served.
Come out and reminisce with everyone who endured the Great Ice Storm of 1998. There were
highs and lows during this storm that left an unforgettable imprint on many lives.

Called the ‘Storm of the Century’, and not to be soon forgotten by many, our lives were affected
in ways you can’t imagine. With three storm fronts dropping approximately 85mm of freezing
rain in the Ottawa area, havoc began. The freezing rain started falling on January 5th
continuously until January 10th. People were brought together in communities through sharing of
resources and donating their time. These good deeds are beyond measurable. Every area of our
society was impinged on through our economy, hydro power, employment, land, retail trade,
farming and Canada’s precious sugar maple industry.
I highly encourage all residents to join this event to hear more about this history-making storm
and its impact on our lives.
If you have any photos and/or memories you’d like to share, please send them to: gthseditor@rogers.com or bring them to the event.
For more information, please visit https://goulbournhistoricalsociety.org/
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Pickleball Open at the GRC
Warm up your paddles! The first annual Pickleball
Doubles Open is coming to the Goulbourn Recreation
Complex (GRC), 1500 Shea Rd, on Saturday, February
17th!
Registrants can enter as a team or individually. Entry
fees are $18.50 for adults, $16.75 for seniors, and
$23.25 for non-residents. The tournament runs from
12:00-4:00 PM.
To register or for more information, please email
Jason.Tudor-Roberts@ottawa.ca or call 613-580-2532
ext 20709

AROUND THE CITY

Local musicians invited to participate in 2018 edition of
#ottmusik

Ottawa musicians once again have an opportunity to showcase their music to a citywide
audience. Through #ottmusik, first introduced in 2015, anyone waiting on hold after calling the
City of Ottawa hears local music while they wait.
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Between February 5 and March 12, Ottawa singers, bands and musicians of all genres are invited
to submit music samples for consideration. Since it began, #ottmusik has received more than
200 submissions and showcased 50 artists.

A committee of Ottawa-area professional musicians will review the submissions and recommend
up to 25 songs for use on the City phone systems. The songs will remain on the system for one
year, beginning in the spring of 2018.

For more information, including submission guidelines, visit ottawa.ca/en/ottmusik.

Open Consultations Regarding Accessible
Transportation in Ottawa
The City of Ottawa is inviting all members of the public to provide their feedback on how City
Council can use accessibility funds collected from Private Transportation Companies, including
Uber, to promote and foster accessible transportation services in Ottawa.

The City will be hosting public meetings in January and February, and has launched an online
survey that will remain open from Wednesday, January 24, 2018 until midnight on Friday
February 16, 2018.

As a member of the Accessibility Advisory Committee, I highly
encourage all residents to get involved in this important
discussion. Accessibility is a valuable resource that affects all of
us; by ensuring that transportation within Ottawa remains
accessible to all, we can help to bring our communities closer
together and build a stronger society with fewer obstacles.

General inquiries may be forwarded to Leanne Watson
(Leanne.Watston@ottawa.ca).
COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN
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Community Project Funding
The City of Ottawa One-time Non-Renewable
Community Project Funding supports timelimited or pilot projects that address new or
emerging needs in the community. Priority is
placed on programs/projects that: increase
Access to Basics for people from diverse equity
groups, reduce poverty, and increase selfefficacy.
The focus of this funding is aligned to priorities included in the City of Ottawa Strategic Plan
and the City’s Equity and Inclusion Lens. Equity groups include: racialized people; Aboriginal
people; women; people with disabilities; older adults; the lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender,
two-spirit and queer (LGBTQ) community; people living in poverty; youth; immigrants;
francophones; and people living in rural communities.
Applicants are eligible to receive upwards of $20,000 in funding and should apply before
February 22nd, 2018 at 4:00 PM.
To apply and for more information and eligibility requirements, please visit
https://ottawa.ca/en/one-time-non-renewable-community-project-funding

Summer Employment Opportunities with the City
The Ottawa 2018 Summer Student Employment Program is now open and will be accepting
online applications from February 1 to February 28, 2018.
If you are interested in taking on exciting challenges and making a difference in your
community, explore the City of Ottawa’s summer job opportunities in a wide range of fields, a
few of which include:


Administrative Support/Customer Service



Buildings, Roads, Forestry and Maintenance
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By-Law Services



Collections and Archives (Heritage)



Community and Social Services



Environmental Sciences



Finance and Accounting



Information Technology Services



Library Services



Marketing and Communications



Recreation, Cultural and Facility Services



Public Health Services



Technologists/Technicians



Traffic, Parking and Transportation Services

FEBRUARY 9, 2018

To be eligible for the Summer Student Employment Program, you must satisfy the following
criteria:


be legally entitled to work in Canada;



be 16 years of age or older by the first day of summer employment (For employment with
the Ottawa Public Library you must be 15 years of age or older);



be enrolled in a secondary or post-secondary program or institution of higher learning on
a full-time basis, returning to school or graduating that same year; and



if a part-time student in university or college, your transcript must indicate that the
course of study is leading you to a degree or diploma.

I highly encourage all eligible youth to consider applying for a great future career improving the
City you live in! The City of Ottawa would like to extend a thank you to all those who apply,
however, only those selected for further consideration will be contacted.
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For more information and to apply, please visit https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/jobscity/summer-employment-recruitment

Looking for more opportunities? You can also check out positions from the Federal Student Work
Experience Program at https://www.canada.ca/en/public-servicecommission/jobs/services/recruitment/students/federal-student-work-program.html or
Ontario student job positions at
https://www.gojobs.gov.on.ca/Pages/SEODatesAndResources.aspx

CITY SERVICES

Paint it Up! Mural Program Reduces Graffiti Through Art

If there is a wall in your neighbourhood that keeps falling victim to graffiti vandalism, the City of
Ottawa and Crime Prevention Ottawa invite you to Paint it Up!

Now in its ninth year, the Paint it Up! program offers funding for outdoor mural art projects that
support graffiti prevention, youth empowerment, community safety and the beautification of
Ottawa neighbourhoods. The program is one component of the City’s Graffiti Management
Strategy.

Since its inception in 2010, the program has involved more than 1,922 youth, ranging in age
from 12 to 22 years, working on 67 projects across the city, supported by an average project
grant of $5,000. Outdoor murals have proven to be effective in reducing graffiti vandalism,
supporting arts and culture, contributing to economic development and providing youth
engagement opportunities.
COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN

19

COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN

FEBRUARY 9, 2018

Applications for the 2018 Paint It Up! program are available on the Crime Prevention Ottawa
website or by calling 3-1-1. The deadline for applications is April 3 at 4 p.m. Projects must
contribute to a clean, safe and beautiful city by engaging neighbourhoods and youth, in a
constructive learning process, to create murals to prevent or deter graffiti.

For more information about the Paint it Up! program and how to apply, applicants are
encouraged to register for a public information session by calling 3-1-1 or e-mailing
CPO@Ottawa.ca.

Information sessions will be held on the following dates:

Date: Monday, February 26
Time: 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Place: City Hall
110 Laurier Avenue West
2nd floor Colonel By Room

Date: Wednesday, February 28
Time: 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Place: St-Laurent Complex
525 Coté Street
Claude Aubry Room

Thank you for helping to keep out community looking great!

COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN
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Affordable Rental Housing Celebrated in Ottawa
More families, seniors, chronically homeless men and women, and
people living with disabilities will now have a place to call home in
Ottawa. The federal, provincial and municipal governments are
investing over $74 million to create more than 675 affordable
housing units.
This is great news for residents in the City of Ottawa trying to build
a life for themselves but can’t afford to keep up with the growing
costs associated with buying a house.
Mayor Jim Watson joined the Honourable Jean-Yves Duclos, Minister of Families, Children and
Social Development and Minister Responsible for Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation
(CMHC), along with the Honourable Peter Milczyn, Ontario’s Minister of Housing and Minister
Responsible for the Poverty Reduction Strategy, for the announcements this week.
The governments of Canada and Ontario jointly contributed over $54 million through the
Investment in Affordable Housing (IAH) Agreement with the City of Ottawa contributing more
than $20 million to these projects.
Ottawa consistently ranks as one of the best cities in the world in which to live, with many
residents enjoying a high standard of living. However, that isn’t the case for everyone.
Approximately 12.6 per cent of Ottawa’s residents live in poverty. That’s more than 110,000
people who struggle to afford life’s basic needs. More than 7,500 people accessed emergency
shelters over the past year and many others live in precarious housing situations.
With that in mind, the City developed a 10-Year Housing and Homelessness Plan. The plan
highlights the City’s commitment to meeting the most pressing housing needs of Ottawa’s
residents by 2024.
The plan’s priorities are to ensure:


Everyone experiencing homelessness is able to access safe, temporary shelter



Chronic homelessness is eliminated



Emergency shelter stays are less than 30 days



The supply of affordable housing in mixed income neighbourhoods is increased



Our social and affordable housing stock remains in a good state of repair
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Our system of housing and supports is integrated responsive and has sustainable
funding from all levels of governments.

To view the 16 affordable housing projects receiving funding, please visit
https://ottawa.ca/en/news/affordable-housing-gets-boost

City plans to expand and secure service for local
restaurants
Opening a new restaurant is a lot of work.
That’s why the City of Ottawa created the
Business Ambassador Service (BAS) as a pilot
project in 2013 to help restaurant owners
get their new businesses up and running.

In 2014, the BAS was nominated nationally
for a Golden Scissors Award by the Canadian
Federation of Independent Business (CFIB)
for municipal excellence in “cutting the red tape” for business owners. Clients using the BAS
completed their process with the City in significantly less time – on average in 35 fewer business
days.

In light of its success, Mayor Jim Watson and Councillor Diane Deans, Chair of the City’s
Community and Protective Services Committee, revealed plans this week to make the Business
Ambassador Service permanent and to expand the service to benefit more entrepreneurs and
small businesses.

The Business Ambassador Service helps restaurant owners navigate through the application
process by clarifying what permits and licences are required, and when. Restaurant owners can
work directly with City staff or use an online tool.
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The service is currently available to a range of food-related businesses, including cafés, bakeries
and butcher shops, with plans to expand the list to include food trucks.

These changes to the Business Ambassador Service will go to City Council for approval.

Rooming House Licensing By-law Review Update
In 2008, Schedule 26 to the Licensing By-law 2002-189 relating to rooming houses was
harmonized to apply City-wide, and included definitions of “residential use building”, “rooming
house”, “rooming house, converted”, “rooming house owner”, and “rooming unit”.

A couple of issues with respect to rooming house licensing were raised as part of the By-law
Review Strategy approved by Council in 2015. This review therefore focuses on those issues, which
include: the definition of rooming house, as well as the identification of illegal rooming houses.

As such, public consultations are taking place both in-person and online over the next month to
provide residents the opportunity to share their thoughts on the definitions.

An in-person workshop will take place at the McNabb Recreation Centre Assembly Hall on
Wednesday, February 21st 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Alternative, an online survey is available on
Ottawa.ca.

Participants are encouraged to review the Discussion Paper to help provide more background on
the item.

I do encourage residents to take this opportunity to get involved and voice their ideas in this
municipal

process.

Staff
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recommendations to the Community and Protective Services Committee and Council in June. Thank
you.

Family Day activities and schedule changes
There are activities for the whole family, and the following service and schedule changes are in
place for Family Day on Monday, February 19. For a full list of changes, please check Ottawa.ca

Mayor Jim Watson invites everyone to join him for his Annual Family Day Skating Party from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Sens Rink of Dreams at Ottawa City Hall. The party will include special
guests and fun family activities inside and out.

Recreation:


Sens Rink of Dreams located at Marion Dewar Plaza at Ottawa City Hall, is open daily from 6
a.m. to 11 p.m. The heated changing facility is open daily from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.



Skating Court, located at Lansdowne Park, is open daily from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m., and the
heated changing facility is open daily from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m., weather permitting.



Ben Franklin Place Skating Rink and the heated changing facility, located at 101 Centrepointe
Drive, are open daily from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., weather permitting.



Pools, arenas and fitness centres will be operating on modified schedules on Monday,
February 19, including public swimming, fitness, aquafitness and public skating. Additional
swimming and skating sessions will be offered at many sites. Please check ottawa.ca or the
facility of your choice for details.

Winterlude:


Family Day is the final day of Winterlude 2018 and City Hall is an extension of the official site
at Confederation Park. Visit the official Winterlude website for a complete list of activities
around the National Capital Region and for any schedule changes due to weather.

COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN
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Client services:


Ottawa City Hall and all seven Client Service Centres, including the Government Service
Centre located at 110 Laurier Avenue West, will be closed. Business will resume as usual on
Tuesday, February 20.



The City’s Provincial Offences Court, located at 100 Constellation Crescent, will also be
closed. Business will resume as usual on Tuesday, February 20.



The City’s 3-1-1 Contact Centre will be open for urgent matters requiring the City’s
immediate attention. Call 3-1-1 or 613-580-2400 to speak to a customer service
representative. For individuals living with a hearing-related disability, call (TTY): 613-5802401.

Garbage, green bin and recycling collection:


There will be no curbside green bin, recycling, garbage or bulky item collection on Monday,
February 19. The collection of green bin, garbage and recycling materials will be delayed by
one day for the week of February 19. For curbside collection inquiries, refer to the collection
calendar tool.

Transit service:


OC Transpo will operate a revised weekday schedule on Family Day with minor reductions on
some routes. School trips and Route 301 will not run. A family or group may travel all day
with a Family DayPass, which can be purchased for $10.50 from the bus operator when you
board, or from ticket machines located at four stations on O-Train Line 2, the Trillium Line. A
family or group includes up to six people with a maximum of two individuals aged 13 or
older. Call 613-560-1000 or text 560560 plus your four-digit bus stop number for real time
schedule information. For more information, holiday schedules and travel planning, visit
octranspo.com or phone 613-741-4390.



OC Transpo Customer Service Centres will be open from 7 a.m. until 6 p.m., except the
Rideau Centre office, which will be open from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.
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Para Transpo operations:
o

Customer service (613-842-3681) – open regular hours

o

Administration (613-244-1289) – open regular hours

o

Taxi coupons (613-842-3670) – open regular hours

o

Reservations (613-244-7272) – open regular hours

Parking:


All City of Ottawa parking regulations and restrictions will apply during this time.

Meetings at Ottawa City Hall next week
All public meetings will be held at Ottawa City Hall, 110 Laurier Avenue West, unless otherwise
noted.

Planning Committee – Tuesday, February 13, 9:30 a.m., Champlain Room


Comprehensive Zoning By-law 2008-250: Anomaly Report Q1 2018 Affecting Lands within
the General Urban Area (Ward 7, 12,14,15 and 17 - Bay, Rideau-Vanier, Somerset,
Kitchissippi, and Capital)



Manotick Area Specific – Development Charges (Ward 21 – Rideau-Goulbourn)



Development Charges Rebate Program (City Wide)



Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendments – 213, 217, 221, 223 Henderson Avenue and
65 Templeton Street (Ward 12 – Rideau-Vanier)



Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendment, 979 Wellington Street West (Ward 15 –
Kitchissippi)



Deferral of Development Charges for Proposed Metcalfe Fair Building (Ward 20 – Osgoode)

Ottawa Public Library Board Meeting – Tuesday, February 13, 5 p.m., Champlain Room


Presentations: À la carte Food Literacy Project and the Power of Your Card



Ottawa Public Library Response to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action



Ontario Library Association (OLA) Super Conference – Trustees’ Verbal Reports



Federation of Ontario Public Libraries (FOPL) Annual General Meeting – Trustee Verbal Report

City Council Meeting – Wednesday, February 14, 10 a.m., Andrew S. Haydon Hall
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