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Councillor’s Column 
KEEPING YOU INFORMED  

 
 

SHAD QADRI – WARD 6 - STITTSVILLE 

Future School Sites in Stittsville and a District Needs 

Analysis 
 

With all of the excitement of the recently announced funding for a 

public high school in the Fernbank area, I thought I would take an 

opportunity to share some information regarding the progress for a 

future public elementary school in Stittsville as shared with me from 

Ottawa Carleton District School Board (OCDSB) Trustee, Lynn Scott. 

The OCDSB is currently consulting on capital priorities, and has 

developed a District Needs Analysis (DNA) that looks at sub-areas 

across the city, current and projected enrolments, and future needs 

for new schools.  

A DNA provides a current and future snapshot of the District’s facilities inventory by taking into 

account: 

 Growth pressures; 

 Trends in enrolment; 

 Gaps in program accessibility; 

 New program initiatives; 

 Facility condition; and 

 Suitability as teaching and learning space. 

The document was prepared before the province announced funding for a public high school in 

Stittsville, thus taking care of the Number One capital priority on the list.  Looking ahead, 

however, one of the OCDSB’s needs in the near future will be for an elementary school in the 

Blackstone/Fernbank area.  Given the fact that existing Stittsville elementary schools are fairly 

https://www.ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=6194364


COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN MARCH 2, 2017 

 

 

COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN 2 

 

close to capacity, the DNA identifies a need for the new elementary school by 2020, and notes 

that two of the four elementary school sites identified in the Fernbank area are expected to be 

available and serviced within the next two years. 

 

So what does this all mean? 

 

Well, as residents who have been anxiously awaiting funding for a public high school for years 

will be able to attest to, the process of accessing provincial funding for new school construction 

is unpredictable, and the province does not always have the capacity to fund projects as they are 

needed. 

 

It remains to be determined whether or not there will be another provincial call for school boards 

to submit new Capital Priorities Lists later this spring; however, the OCDSB is proceeding to 

develop a new list and seeks public input on the DNA.  

 

I highly encourage residents to learn more about the DNA process and to submit their comments 

by visiting https://www.ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=6194364 

 

Education is an important part of building communities and while building and funding new 

schools presents its own unique set of challenges, it is very important for residents to make their 

voices heard in the planning process to ensure that Stittsville can continue to grow according to 

its needs. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

https://www.ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=6194364
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Council Review of Bikes and Pets on OC Transpo/LRT 

Vehicles 
 

At the City Council meeting on Wednesday, February 28th, 

Council approved policy changes and amendments to the 

Transit By-law to align with how transit will operate when 

the O-Train Confederation Line comes into service. A vote 

taken prior to approval resulted in 15 in favour with six 

opposed.  

 

The approved policy changes recommended by the Transit Commission include: 

 Permitting customers to bring bicycles on the O-Train Confederation Line vehicles at all 

times, except during times of extraordinary crowding (such as those during peak 

periods), using designated doors and positions inside the trains. 

 Allowing small pets on all transit vehicles and in stations at all times, provided they are in 

an animal carrier or crate that can rest on the customer’s lap.  

o (Some residents have expressed concerns regarding potential allergens, however, 

Ottawa Public Health has looked into the concern and foresees no major issues as 

these allergens already exist in most vehicles) 

 Developing a procedure for busking at transit stations. 

 Updating terminology on rail operations, fares, accessibility and service animals. 

 

I had voted against this item from the perspective of allowing bicycles on board at all times 

except during times of “extraordinary crowding”. I felt that there was not a clear enough 

definition regarding what “extraordinary crowding” periods look like. For example, bus drivers, 

cyclists, or transit constables may have very distinct opinions surrounding the conditions of 

“extraordinary crowding” and the term could be interpreted in many different ways. 

 

My office frequently receives communication from residents that buses to/from Stittsville are 

regularly overcrowded, often leaving individuals standing/crammed during transit or left behind 

at a stop entirely. Adding bicycles to the mix in addition to personal mobility devices (ie: 

strollers, walkers, and wheel chairs) could cause space to be that much more limited.  

http://app05.ottawa.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=7324&doctype=agenda&itemid=372352
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I would have liked to see a trial period implemented (for approximately 8 months after LRT 

launches in November) and the wording clarified before final approval was passed on the 

amendments. With that said, I am happy that these changes will help to promote cycling as a 

greener alternative for transportation in Ottawa. 

 

The updated by-law will take effect on Monday, April 2nd. 

 

Site Alteration By-Law Approved at Committee 
 

This week, Planning Committee approved a new city-wide by-law to regulate site alteration, 

which includes activities like removing topsoil, placing or dumping fill, altering grade, or 

excavating. The new by-law would replace several existing by-laws, including the Drainage By-

law and eight Topsoil Preservation By-laws carried over from former municipalities which 

collectively provide an inconsistent regulation of site alteration across the City. 

 

The new by-law aims to reduce the risk of negative impacts by establishing basic rules for site 

alteration activities. This includes the removal of topsoil from land, the placement or dumping of 

fill on land, the alteration of the grade of land, or excavation by any means, including the 

clearing or stripping of vegetation from the land, the compaction of soil or the creation of 

impervious surfaces. 

 

The new by-law would also ensure the City is able to implement Official Plan policies protecting 

significant natural heritage features, and to enforce stop-work orders. This report will be 

considered next by the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee, on Thursday, April 5 before 

proceeding to City Council for final approval. 

 

Working with staff, I am glad to see this bylaw come to fruition as many residents of our 

community have brought concerns forward to me about tree removal and other site alterations 

happening years in advance of actual development.  
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I believe that the proposed Bylaw is a step in the right direction, achieving a compromise 

between residents and various stakeholder groups affected. The Bylaw will be subject to review 

in another 2 years-time to assess performance and determine any necessary changes.  

 

For more background and to review the report in its entirety, please click here. 

Tow Truck Demonstration on Huntmar 
 

I have been advised that a demonstration will be taking place the morning of March 5th at City 

Hall (110 Laurier Ave W [7:00-8:30 AM]), and the Ottawa Police Services (OPS) Stations on 3343 

St. Joseph Boulevard (9:00-11:00 AM) and 211 Huntmar Drive (11:30-3:00).  

 

150 tow trucks will be travelling from one location to the next and operate according to the rules 

of the Highway Traffic Act. Each demonstration will be limited in front of the sidewalk.  

 

The demonstration will take place on the temporary sidewalk on the east side of Huntmar in 

front of the police station. I have followed up with City staff and OPS to ensure that access 

remains open to residents of the area who choose to commute through to the 417 on Huntmar. I 

recommended to staff that demonstrators work with the Canadian Tire Centre for their parking 

arrangements during the Huntmar demonstration.  

 

I advise residents to plan their route accordingly should they require use of the highway exit at 

Huntmar Drive around this time. 

 

Thank you for your patience. 

 

Neil Avenue Road Closure 
 

https://shadqadri.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/sitealteration.pdf


COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN MARCH 2, 2017 

 

 

COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN 6 

 

Please be advised that Neil Avenue will remain closed from McCooeye Lane to Stittsville Main St 

until March 30th. 

Local and emergency vehicle access will be maintained and the impact to traffic is expected to be 

low. 

Residents and businesses within the closure limits will be provided written notice within 72 

hours of the closure.  

 

Installation Work on Warner Colpitts Lane 
 

I have been advised that Telus will be conducting work on 10 Warner Colpitts Lane from March 

2- August 2, 2018. 

This work involves the installation of a 971m of 38mm conduit and (4) handwells for Telus to 

enhance their existing system. There will be minor traffic disruptions but Telus will be required 

to submit for a Traffic Management Plan (TMP). I will share this plan with the community when it 

is available. 

Should residents have any concerns, please email me at Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca. 

 

IN THE COMMUNITY 

Hair Donation Ottawa 
 

On April 15th, I will be continuing my annual tradition of shaving my hair in support of cancer 

research with Hair Donation Ottawa. 

  

mailto:Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca
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Cancer is a disease which affects all of us; 

whether directly or indirectly, we all know 

someone whose life has been permanently 

altered by this tragic condition. 

  

I am proud that this is my seventh year 

participating in a hair donation campaign in 

support of various cancer research 

organizations and my fifth with Hair Donation 

Ottawa. 

My goal for this year is to raise $500 in 

support of cancer research; however, as with 

any charitable institution, I would welcome the 

idea of surpassing that goal! 

  

I would like to invite residents to share their 

generosity with this excellent campaign by 

sponsoring my hair donation at 

https://cheofoundation.donordrive.com/participant/ShadQadri. I would also like to encourage 

residents to take this opportunity to start their own campaigns. Every little bit of funding helps 

to bring Canadians one step closer to preventing cancer from taking another life.  

 

The event takes place on Sunday, April 15th from 9:30-4:30 PM at the Algonquin College Salon 

and Spa. 

 

I would like to thank Helene Hutchings and Perry Pavlovic 

for all of their hard work in initiating this campaign which 

has now raised over $475,000 for cancer research and 

donated 25,000 inches of hair since launching in 2011. I 

would also like to thank the entire community of Stittsville 

for all of their donations of support over the years in benefit 

of this charity. 

 

https://cheofoundation.donordrive.com/participant/ShadQadri
http://hairdonationottawa.com/
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Stittsville OC Transpo Open House 

 

I am happy to invite residents to a public information session and open house on March 22nd at 

the Goulbourn Recreation Complex to discuss OC Transpo service in Stittsville. 

The Director of OC Transpo Transit Customer Systems and Planning, Pat Scrimgeour, will be on 

deck answering customer questions/concerns and providing a short presentation on transit 

service in suburban wards. 

The meeting will take place in Hall A at the GRC (1500 Shea Road) and will run from 

approximately 6:00-9:00 PM. 

Residents are asked to RSVP by email to me at Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca or visit 

https://shadqadri.com/rsvp-to-oc-transpo-information-session-open-house/ 

More information will be provided in my newsletter closer to the date. I hope to see you there!  

 

Dance 4 Wishes 

 

Taking place this Sunday, March 4th at Sacred Heart High School is the annual Dance 4 Wishes 

Spring Showcase: a fundraiser for Tysen's Mission to a Million, supporting Make-A-Wish of 

Eastern Ontario. 

 

mailto:Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca
https://shadqadri.com/rsvp-to-oc-transpo-information-session-open-house/
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There are 2 shows running: the junior show is at 1:00 and the senior show is at 5:30. 

 

There will be some fantastic prizes donated by generous local businesses, as well as a bake table 

and refreshments available. 

 

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at the door. The event listing can be found at: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/140773236613305??ti=ia 

 

All are welcome to attend this wonderful community event so I highly encourage all residents to 

stop by this fun event for a great cause! 

30 Years of the Glen 
 

Congratulations to Kathleen, Luciana, John, and James; 

owners of the Glen Scottish Restaurant & Pub for celebrating 

their 30th year of business! 

 

I was pleased to welcome the Glen to its Stittsville home on Hazeldean Road 8 years ago. It has 

played a unique role in providing a place to bring together members of the Stittsville community 

– whether it be celebrating sporting events, birthdays, or simply good times spent together as 

friends. The Glen is also regularly giving back to the community either through its charitable 

fundraising efforts or by hosting community meetings. 

 

On Monday, March 5th, Mayor Jim Watson and myself will be providing a certificate of recognition 

for this milestone. Congratulations to all of the staff, patrons, and management team for making 

the Glen a great place to be. 

 

In celebration of the anniversary, the Glen will be hosting fun and exciting events and 

promotions all year long. For more information, visit their website at theglen.ca  

https://www.facebook.com/events/140773236613305??ti=ia
https://theglen.ca/
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March Break Camps at the Goulbourn Museum 
 

The Goulbourn Museum has a wonderful line-

up of craft workshops planned for March 

Break.  

Workshops take place from 1-4 p.m. on 

Tuesday, March 13, Wednesday March 14, and 

Thursday, March 15 for children aged 6-11. 

Camps cost $25 per day or $65 for all three 

workshops (snacks and materials are 

included). Kits’ Club members’ rate is $20 per 

day. 

 

Call 613-831-2393 or 

email register@goulbournmuseum.ca to sign 

up. 

It is important to note that due to ongoing 

renovations at the Museum, March Break Craft 

Camp will be held at the Goulbourn Municipal 

Building located at 2135 Huntley Rd., 

Stittsville.  

For more information, please visit https://mailchi.mp/e530e9a323a2/march-break-craft-

camp?e=[UNIQID] 

 

 

mailto:register@goulbournmuseum.ca
https://mailchi.mp/e530e9a323a2/march-break-craft-camp?e=%5bUNIQID
https://mailchi.mp/e530e9a323a2/march-break-craft-camp?e=%5bUNIQID
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Kanata Art Club Spring Art Show and Sale 
 

Residents are invited to stop by and join the annual Kanata Art 

Club (KAC) Spring Show & Sale May 4-5 at the Royal Canadian 

Legion Hall (70 Hines Road, Kanata).   

 

The event takes place Friday, May 4 from 5:00-9:00PM, and 

Saturday, May 5 from 9:30 AM-5:00PM. 

 

Original art by local artists will be on display and for sale. 

Admission and parking are free and  refreshments will be served 

at Meet the Artists Friday pm. 

 

For more information, please visit www.kac1.ca 

 

CITY SERVICES 

Ottawa needs your big, bold ideas to win the Smart 

Cities Challenge 

 

How can we use smart solutions to make Ottawa an even better place to live, work and play? We 

need your best, most innovative ideas for the Smart Cities Challenge! 

 

http://www.kac1.ca/
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Ottawa is participating in the Government of Canada’s Smart Cities Challenge. The City needs 

your help identifying Ottawa’s challenge and how we could solve it, since people are key to 

making cities smarter!  

 

Developing a smart cities approach to address challenges requires strong support from residents 

and community partners. It involves finding innovative solutions that use data and connected 

technology to resolve real world challenges.  

 

Municipalities are competing for a top prize of $50 million. The goal is to solve community 

challenges with a smart city approach by using data and connected technology to achieve 

meaningful outcomes for residents.  

 

Residents are invited to answer our questionnaire before March 11, 2018. Tell us about 

challenges and opportunities in Ottawa, and share your ideas about how data and technology 

can improve our community.  

 

Think big, bold and out-of-the-box! Your answers will help the City identify the most important 

challenges our communities will face in the future and possible innovative solutions to address 

them. 

 

Visit www.ottawa.ca/smartcity to learn more about the competition and be sure to make your 

voice heard by answering the questionnaire!  

https://s-ca.chkmkt.com/?e=111547&h=1121B83CC9B510D&l=en
http://www.ottawa.ca/smartcity
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Plan now to register for spring and summer recreation 

programs 

 

The Recreation eGuide and Mon 

Cyberguide francophone des loisirs 

for spring and summer programs are 

now available online at ottawa.ca. 

Choose from a wide variety of 

activities for all ages, including 

swimming lessons, fitness classes, 

general-interest courses, sports and 

instruction in the arts. 

 

 Registration for swimming and aquafitness classes begins online and by phone (613-580-

2588) on Monday, March 5 at 9 p.m. and in person at City recreation facilities on Tuesday, 

March 6 during regular business hours. 

 

 Registration for all other classes including summer camps begins online and by phone (613-

580-2588) on Wednesday, March 7 at 9 p.m. and in person at City recreation facilities on 

Thursday, March 8 during regular business hours. 
 

To register online or by phone you will require a client barcode and family PIN numbers. High 

volumes of online registrants are expected throughout the first week of registration, particularly 

the first evening, which could result in a longer registration experience than usual. 

 

Residents who do not have access to the Internet are encouraged to visit City recreation centres 

or libraries with public Internet access. They can also visit any Client Service Centre or locations 

with service staff that can help with registration. Some community centres may provide printed 

brochures for their local activities. 

http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/parks-and-recreation/registered-classes-all-ages/recreation-guide
http://ottawa.ca/en/creating-client-account
https://ottawa.ca/en/residents/facilities
http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/your-city-government/contact-city-ottawa/client-service-centres
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City unveils 40 winning names for O-Train vehicles 
 

Last week, Mayor Jim Watson, Transit Commission 

Chair Stephen Blais, Transportation Committee Chair 

Keith Egli, and Transportation Services General Manager 

John Manconi joined together at Ben Franklin Place to 

announce the winning submissions of the Name the 

Trains Contest that will become the new Light Rail 

Transit (LRT) car names for Ottawa’s next generation of 

O-Train riders.  

 

The young winners had the opportunity to meet OC Owl, talk with Electric Light Rail Operator 

Instructors, and were treated to a pizza party after the presentation ceremony. Certificates were 

presented to the youth who submitted the chosen names and each winner also received two 

golden tickets for the inaugural ride on the O-Train Confederation Line when it launches later 

this year.   

 

The names were submitted through the Name the Trains Contest, which was open to children 

and youth 16 years of age and under. The contest ran from November 5 to December 8, 2017. 

The City received a total of 1,899 name entries and after much deliberation, the selection 

committee was able to narrow the search to 40 winning names that truly celebrate our country’s 

culture, people, animals, history and natural world. The winning names will be placed on the 

trains in time for the launch of the O-Train Confederation Line. 

 

The winning submissions are: 

 

Trillium Line train cars:                         

 Nanuq • Polar Bear  

 Northern Lights  

 Rocket Richard 

 Dreamcatcher  

 Emily Murphy 

 Portage 
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Confederation Line train cars: 

 Canada Goose  

 Farley Mowat 

 Gord Downie 

 Inuksuk 

 John McCrae 

 Logdriver • Draveur 

 Lord Stanley 

 Louis Riel 

 Majestic Moose  

 Odawa 

 Poppy  

 Snowbird 

 Bluenose 

 Boreal  

 Emily Carr 

 Jacques Cartier 

 Juno 

 Nathan Cirillo 

 Normandy  

 Samuel de 

Champlain 

 Thomas D'Arcy 

McGee 

 Totem 

 Tundra  

 Wagosh • Fox  

 Acadia  

 Agnes Macphail 

 Amik • Beaver  

 Bertha Wilson 

 Billy Bishop 

 Eh-Train 

 Henrietta Edwards 

 Maple Taffy  

 The Mountie  

 George Brown 

 

On behalf of the City of Ottawa, I would like to thank all the children and youth who submitted 

so many creative and inspiring names. 

 

For more information on the O-Train Confederation Line, please visit OC Transpo’s Ready for 

Rail web section at octranspo.com/ready4rail. 

 

http://www.octranspo.com/ready4rail
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S.T.E.P. Themes for March 

 

For the month of March, the Ottawa Police Service and Gatineau Police Service’s Selective Traffic 

Enforcement Program (S.T.E.P.) will be paying close attention to distracted driving and speeding. 

 

28,603 traffic collisions, 5,767 injuries, and 21 fatalities occurred between 2012 and 2016 due 

to distracted driving. 

  

Likewise, there have been 15,367 collisions involving speeding. These collisions resulted in 

3,028 injuries and 55 fatalities. 

  

The Selective Traffic Enforcement Program helps to raise awareness of easily preventable traffic 

violations to help to keep our roads safe. 

  

It operates in coordination with the Safer Roads Ottawa Program, a partnership between Ottawa 

Fire Services, Ottawa Paramedic Service, Ottawa Police Service, Ottawa Public Health and the 

Transportation Services Department, committed to preventing or eliminating road deaths and 

serious injuries for all people in the City of Ottawa, through culture change, community 

engagement, and development of a sustainable safe transportation environment. 

 



COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN SEPTEMBER 1, 2017 

 

 

COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN 17 

 

Highlights of Federal Budget 
 

This week, the Federal Budget was released and I am happy to say it includes multiple benefits to 

improving programs and services across the City of Ottawa.  

 

Some of the highlights include: 

 

 CENTRAL LIBRARY  

 $73.3 million over six years, on a cash basis, starting in 2018–19, with $4 million per 

year ongoing, to support the construction and ongoing operations of a new joint facility 

that will house Library and Archives Canada and the Ottawa Public Library  

 

NATIONAL HOUSING STRATEGY  

 31 million for 2018-2019 and $114 million for 2018-2023 to build more rental housing 

for Canadian families (14,000 new rental units across the country)  

 

 OPIOID CRISIS  

 Additional $231.4 million over five years, with $1.9 million in remaining amortization and 

$13.5 million per year ongoing, to help address the opioid crisis, including public 

education campaigns related to treatment, expanding the Substance Use and Addictions 

Program, and $150 million in one-time emergency funding for provinces and territories 

for multi-year projects that improve access to evidence-based treatment services 

 

 CANNABIS  

 It is the federal government’s expectation that a substantial portion of the revenues from 

cannabis taxes provided to provinces and territories will be transferred to municipalities 

and local communities, who are on the front lines of legalization  

 $62.5 million over five years for community-based organizations and Indigenous 

organizations for public education on the risk of using cannabis  

 

SUPPORT FOR POLICE OFFICERS, FIREFIGHTERS AND PARAMEDICS  

 $20 million over five years to research post-traumatic street injuries  

 $10 million over five years for an online cognitive behavioural therapy pilot to increase 

access to care and treatment across Canada  
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NATURE CONSERVATION  

 More than $1.3 billion over five years to protect Canada’s ecosystems, landscapes and 

biodiversity, including species at risk  

 

And much more. 

 

As Chair of the Board of Health and Crime Prevention Ottawa, I am pleased to see a great deal of 

emphasis being placed on looking at new strategies to help protect residents in a modern era of 

drug use/abuse as well as support for the officers, firefighters and paramedics who help to keep 

our communities safe.  

 

Over the coming weeks, the budget will be reviewed by City of Ottawa officials in an effort to 

determine how best the new programs and services can be implemented in our benefit. 

 

To read the budget in its entirety, please click here. 

 

Pink Shirt Day 

 

On Wednesday at the City Council meeting, many of my Councillor colleagues and I donned pink 

shirts in support of Pink Shirt Day to take a stand against bullying and bring attention to bullying 

prevention strategies. For more background on the day, please visit 

https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/ 

 

https://shadqadri.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/budget-2018-en.pdf
https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/

